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941

Week Ending Friday, July 25, 2003

Statement on the Inauguration of the 
Transitional Government in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
July 18, 2003

I congratulate President Joseph Kabila and 
the Congolese people on the installation of 
the new transitional Government in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. I also 
extend congratulations to Vice Presidents 
Jean-Pierre Bemba, Abdoulaye Yerodia, 
Azarias Ruberwa, and Z’Ahidi Ngoma. The 
arrival of former rebel leaders in Kinshasa 
and their participation with former opposi-
tion parties in the new Government is a 
major achievement that sets the country on 
a course toward peace and democratic elec-
tions. I am confident that the Congolese peo-
ple will be well served by the experience and 
vision these five leaders bring to these impor-
tant posts. 

The United States will work closely with 
President Kabila and the transitional Govern-
ment to promote peace, prosperity, and de-
mocracy for all Congolese. I call upon neigh-
boring countries to join us in supporting 
Congo’s new Government during this crucial 
time. 

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7691—Captive Nations 
Week, 2003
July 18, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During Captive Nations Week, first de-

clared in 1959 as a statement against the con-
tinuing Communist domination of Eastern 
Europe, America expresses its dedication to 
freedom and democracy. While many coun-
tries around the world uphold these prin-

ciples, millions of people still live under re-
gimes that violate their citizens’ rights daily. 
In countries such as Burma and Iran, citizens 
lack the right to choose their government, 
speak out against oppression, and practice 
their religion freely. The despot who rules 
Cuba imprisons political opponents and 
crushes peaceful opposition, while in North 
Korea hundreds of thousands languish in 
prison camps and citizens suffer from mal-
nutrition as the regime pursues weapons of 
mass destruction. Violence, corruption, and 
mismanagement reign in Zimbabwe and an 
authoritarian government in Belarus smoth-
ers political dissent. 

Yet the cause of freedom is advancing. 
With the demise of the brutal regime of Sad-
dam Hussein, the Iraqi people are no longer 
captives in their own country. Their freedom 
is evidence of the fall of one of the most 
oppressive dictators in history. Today, Amer-
ican and coalition forces are helping to re-
store civil order and provide critical humani-
tarian aid to the Iraqi people. Iraqis are now 
meeting openly and freely to discuss the fu-
ture of their country. The United States vows 
to continue to work with those trying to bring 
about peaceful democratic change and great-
er respect for human rights. 

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap-
proved July 17, 1959, (73 Stat. 212), has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue 
a proclamation designating the third week in 
July of each year as ‘‘Captive Nations Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim July 20 through July 26, 
2003, as Captive Nations Week. I call upon 
the people of the United States to observe 
this week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities and to reaffirm their commitment 
to all those seeking liberty, justice, and self-
determination. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of July, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
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942 July 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., July 22, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on July 23. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in Dallas, Texas 
July 18, 2003

Thank you all very much. Laura and I are 
thrilled to be here. It is great to be home. 
It’s really fun for us to see a lot of our old 
buddies—some of our young buddies too. 
[Laughter] This is our first trip back to Texas 
since I got back from Africa. You may re-
member we were over there, and we went 
to a park in Botswana. That’s where we 
learned a lot about our party’s mascot. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank you all for your help. 
Thanks a lot. It means a lot to Laura and 
me. We love Texas, and we love our friends, 
and we want to thank our friends for helping 
us. You’re laying the foundation for what is 
going to be a great victory in November of 
2004. 

I’m getting ready, loosening up. [Laugh-
ter] But I’m going to have to count on you 
to energize the grassroots and to make the 
phone calls and to put up the signs and to 
address the envelopes and remind everybody 
that our message is so positive and hopeful 
for every citizen of this State and this coun-
try. 

The political season will come in its own 
time. But right now, I’m focused on the peo-
ple’s business in our Nation’s Capital. I have 
a job to do, and we have a lot on our agenda. 
And I will continue to work hard to earn the 
confidence of all America by keeping this Na-
tion strong and secure, free, and prosperous. 

I am thrilled that Laura’s here. She is a 
fabulous First Lady, and I love her dearly. 
She is just a steady rock and has been a great 
comforter for a lot of Americans during some 
of our difficult times. 

I appreciate our Governor. I want to thank 
him for his introduction. I thank him for his 
introduction; more importantly, I thank him 
for his great leadership for the State of Texas. 
He is Governor during some tough times for 
this State, and he has led with courage and 
vision. And the State of Texas is better off 
with Rick Perry as the Governor. 

I know we’ve got quite a few of the mighty 
Texas congressional delegation with us today. 
And I’m going to tell you something: It’s real-
ly good to have steady support in the House 
of Representatives from our fellow Texans, 
Texans like Joe Barton and Michael Burgess 
and Kay Granger and Jeb Hensarling and 
Sam Johnson. I want to thank all of them 
for their service to our State and to our Na-
tion. 

I know our able Lieutenant Governor is 
here, and I want to thank David Dewhurst 
for his service to the State of Texas, and the 
speaker of the house, my fellow Midland, 
Texan, citizen Tommy Craddick; I want to 
thank Tom for his service. Thank you, Tom 
and Nadine. I saw Marchant and Branch out 
there, two fine members of the Texas House. 
It’s good to see you all. 

I appreciate so very much my close per-
sonal friend Mercer Reynolds. He’s the na-
tional finance chairman for the Bush-Cheney 
’04 campaign. I want to thank Mercer for 
his hard work. I want to thank my close 
friend Fred Meyer for being the Texas State 
finance chairman. I thank Jeanne Johnson 
Phillips and Roger Williams for being the fi-
nance vice chairmen for our campaign here. 
I want to thank all of you who worked hard 
to raise this money. I appreciate your help. 

Finally, I want to thank the Gatlin boys 
for bringing their mother. [Laughter] 

In the last 21⁄2 years, our Nation has acted 
decisively to confront great challenges. I 
came to this office to solve problems, not to 
pass them on to future Presidents and future 
generations. I came to seize opportunities, 
instead of letting them slip away. We are 
meeting the tests of our time. 

Terrorists declared war on the United 
States of America, and war is what they got. 
We have captured or killed many leaders of 
Al Qaida, and the rest of them know we’re 
on their trail. In Afghanistan and Iraq, we 
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gave ultimatums to terror regimes. Those re-
gimes chose defiance, and those regimes are 
no more. Fifty million people in those two 
countries once lived under tyranny, and now 
they live under freedom. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was 
not receiving the resources it needed, and 
morale was beginning to suffer. We increased 
the defense budget to prepare for the threats 
of a new era. And today, no one in the world 
can question the skill and the strength and 
the spirit of the United States military. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an 
economy in recession. And then the attacks 
happened on our country, and there were 
corporate scandals and war. All affected the 
people’s confidence. But we acted. We 
passed tough new laws to hold corporate 
criminals to account. And to get the economy 
going again, we have twice led the United 
States Congress to pass historic tax relief for 
the people of this country. 

We know that when Americans have more 
take-home pay to spend, to save, or to invest, 
the whole economy grows, and people are 
more likely to find a job. We understand 
whose money we spend in Washington, DC. 
It is not the Government’s money. It is the 
people’s money. 

We’re returning more money to people to 
help them raise their families. We’re reduc-
ing taxes on dividends and capital gains to 
encourage investment. We are giving small 
businesses incentives to expand and to hire 
people. With all these actions, we have laid 
the foundation for greater prosperity and 
more jobs, so that every single American in 
our country can realize the great hope of the 
American Dream. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot 
of talk about education reform, but there 
wasn’t much action. So I called for, and Con-
gress passed, the No Child Left Behind Act. 
With a solid, bipartisan majority, we deliv-
ered the most dramatic education reforms in 
a generation. We’re bringing high standards 
and strong accountability measures to every 
public school in America. We believe and 
strongly believe that every child can learn the 
basics of reading and math, and we expect 
every school to teach the basics of reading 
and math. We are challenging the soft bigotry 
of low expectations. The days of excuse-mak-

ing are over. We expect results in every class-
room, so that not one single child in America 
is left behind. 

We reorganized the Government and cre-
ated the Department of Homeland Security 
to safeguard our borders and ports and to 
better protect the American people. We 
passed trade promotion authority to open up 
new markets for our entrepreneurs and farm-
ers and ranchers and manufacturers. We 
passed a budget agreement that is helping 
to maintain spending discipline in Wash-
ington, DC. On issue after issue, this admin-
istration has acted on principle, has kept its 
word, and has made progress on behalf of 
the American people. 

The United States Congress has shared in 
these great achievements. I appreciate the 
leadership of Speaker Hastert and Leader 
Frist. I want to thank the hard work of many 
Members of the Congress. We’re going to 
continue to work together to change the tone 
in Washington, DC, and to focus on results. 

And those are the kind of—the nature of 
the men and women I have asked to serve 
in my administration. I have put together a 
fantastic team on behalf of America. These 
are people who understand their job is to 
serve all Americans. Our country has had no 
finer Vice President than Dick Cheney—al-
though Mother may have a different opinion. 
[Laughter] 

In 21⁄2 years, we have come far, but we’re 
only beginning. I have set great goals worthy 
of this great Nation. First, America is com-
mitted to expanding the realm of freedom 
and peace for our own security and for the 
benefit of the world. And second, in our own 
country, we must work for a society of pros-
perity and compassion, so that every citizen 
has a chance to work, to succeed, and to real-
ize the promise of our country. 

It is clear that the future of freedom and 
peace depend upon the actions of America. 
This Nation is freedom’s home and free-
dom’s defender. We welcome this charge of 
history, and we are keeping it. Our war on 
terror continues. The enemies of freedom 
are not idle, and neither are we. This country 
will not rest; we will not tire; we will not 
stop until this danger to civilization is re-
moved. 

VerDate jul 14 2003 02:23 Jul 29, 2003 Jkt 200250 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P30JYT4.025 P30JYT4



944 July 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

Yet, our national interest involves more 
than eliminating aggressive threats to our 
safety. Our greatest security comes from the 
advance of human liberty, because free na-
tions do not support terror. Free nations do 
not attack their neighbors. Free nations do 
not threaten the world with weapons of mass 
terror. Americans believe that freedom is the 
deepest need and the deepest hope of every 
human heart, and we believe that freedom 
is the right of every person and the future 
of every nation. 

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous respon-
sibilities. We have duties in the world, and 
when we see disease and starvation and 
hopelessness, we will not turn away. Laura 
and I just came from Africa. America is now 
committed to bringing the healing power of 
medicine to millions of men and women and 
children who suffer with AIDS. This great, 
strong, compassionate Nation is leading the 
world in this incredibly important work of 
human rescue. 

We face challenges here at home, and our 
actions will prove that we are equal to those 
challenges. I will continue to work on our 
economy until everybody who wants to work 
and is not working today can find a job. 

We have a duty to keep our commitment 
to America’s seniors by strengthening and 
modernizing Medicare. Recently, the Con-
gress took historic action to improve the lives 
of our older Americans. For the first time 
since the creation of Medicare, the House 
and the Senate have passed reforms to in-
crease choices for seniors and to provide pre-
scription drug coverage. The next step is for 
both Houses to come together to iron out 
the details and to get a good bill to my desk. 

And for the sake of our health care system, 
we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits 
which increase the cost of medicine. I want 
to thank Governor Perry and the Lieutenant 
Governor and the Speaker for passing mean-
ingful, real medical liability reform. People 
who have been harmed by a bad doctor de-
serve their day in court. Yet, the system 
should not reward lawyers who are simply 
fishing for rich settlements. Because frivo-
lous lawsuits drive up the cost of health care 
at the national level, medical liability reform 
is a national issue that requires a national so-

lution. The House of Representatives has 
passed a good bill. It is stalled in the Senate. 
For the sake of a good health care system, 
the United States Senate must act. 

I have a responsibility as the President to 
make sure the judicial system runs well, and 
I have met that duty. I have nominated su-
perb men and women like Priscilla Owen for 
our Federal courts, good people who will in-
terpret the law, not legislate from the bench. 
Yet, some Members of the Senate are trying 
to keep my nominees off the bench by block-
ing up-or-down votes. Every judicial nomi-
nee deserves a fair hearing and an up-or-
down vote on the Senate floor. It is time for 
some Members of the United States Senate 
to stop playing politics with American justice. 

This Congress needs to pass a comprehen-
sive energy plan. Our Nation must promote 
energy efficiency and conservation. We must 
develop cleaner technology. We must explore 
in environmentally friendly ways. Yet, for the 
sake of economic security and national secu-
rity, we need to become less dependent on 
foreign sources of energy. 

Our strong and prosperous Nation must 
be a compassionate nation. I will continue 
to advance our agenda of compassionate con-
servatism, applying the best and most innova-
tive ideas to the task of helping our fellow 
citizens in need. 

There are still millions of men and women 
who want to end their dependence on Gov-
ernment and become independent through 
hard work. We must build on the success 
of welfare reform to bring work and dignity 
into the lives of more of our fellow citizens. 

Congress should complete the ‘‘Citizen 
Service Act’’ so that more Americans can 
serve their communities and their country. 
And both Houses should reach agreement on 
my Faith-Based Initiative to support the ar-
mies of compassion that are mentoring chil-
dren, that are caring for the homeless, that 
are offering hope to the addicted. 

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for all, including the independence 
and dignity that come from ownership. This 
administration will constantly strive to pro-
mote an ownership society in America. We 
want more of our citizens owning their own 
home. We want people to own and manage 
their own health care account and their own 
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retirement account. We want more people 
to own their small business, because we un-
derstand when an American owns something, 
he or she has a vital stake in the future of 
our country. 

In a compassionate society, people respect 
one another and take responsibility for the 
decisions they make. We’re changing the cul-
ture of America from one that says, ‘‘If it 
feels good, do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else,’’ to a culture in 
which each of us understands we are respon-
sible for the decisions we make in life. If 
you’re fortunate to be a mom or a dad, you’re 
responsible for your child. If you’re con-
cerned about the quality of the education in 
your community, you are responsible for 
doing something about it. If you’re a CEO 
in America, you are responsible to tell the 
truth to your employees and your share-
holders. And in this new responsibility soci-
ety, each of us is responsible for loving our 
neighbor just like we’d like to be loved our-
self. 

We can see the culture of service and re-
sponsibility growing around us. I started the 
USA Freedom Corps to encourage Ameri-
cans to extend a compassionate hand to 
neighbors in need, and the response has been 
very strong. Our charities and our faith-based 
institutions are strong and vibrant all across 
our country. They’re helping people who cry 
out for help. Policemen and firefighters and 
people who wear our Nation’s uniform are 
reminding us what it means to sacrifice for 
something greater than yourself. Once again, 
the children of America believe in heroes be-
cause they see them every day. 

In these challenging times, the world has 
seen the resolve and the courage of America, 
and I have been privileged to see the com-
passion and the character of the American 
people. All the tests of the last 21⁄2 years have 
come to the right nation. 

We are a strong country, and we use our 
strength to defend the peace. We’re an opti-
mistic country, confident in ourselves and in 
ideals bigger than ourselves. Abroad, we seek 
to lift whole nations by spreading freedom. 
At home, we seek to lift up lives by spreading 
opportunity to every corner of America. This 
is the work that history has set before us. 
We welcome it, and we know that for our 

country and for our cause, better days lie 
ahead. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:16 p.m. at the 
Wyndham Anatole Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Rick Perry and Lt. Gov. David 
Dewhurst of Texas; Texas House of Representa-
tives Speaker Tom Craddick and his wife, Nadine; 
Texas State Representatives Kenny Marchant and 
Dan Branch; Jeanne Johnson Phillips, Texas State 
vice chairman, and J. Roger Williams, north Texas 
chairman, Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.; country music 
entertainers the Gatlin Brothers, and their moth-
er, Billie; and Priscilla Owen, nominee to be U.S. 
Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address 

July 19, 2003

Good morning. Next week, the United 
States Treasury will begin printing and mail-
ing more than 25 million child tax credit 
checks, putting over $12 billion back into the 
hands of American families. These rebates 
are the result of the Jobs and Growth Act 
I recently signed into law, which increases 
the child tax credit from $600 to $1,000 per 
child. And because this new law reduced in-
come tax rates, businesses earlier this month 
lowered tax withholding for worker pay-
checks. Now, those workers and their fami-
lies have a lighter tax bill and more take-
home pay. 

With the child tax credit rebates and the 
lower tax rates taking effect, America’s fami-
lies will have more of their own money to 
make purchases, pay their bills, save for their 
children’s education, and invest in a new 
home or business. There are hopeful signs 
that our actions are contributing to economic 
growth. Individual investors are showing 
greater confidence, leading to a significant 
rise in the stock market. And thanks to our 
efforts to reduce taxes on stock dividends, 
dozens of major companies have announced 
plans to either increase their existing divi-
dend payout or pay dividends for the first 
time, putting billions of dollars in cash into 
shareholders’ pockets. 
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Earlier this week, I met with leading pri-
vate economists who see a faster rate of eco-
nomic growth in the coming year-and-a-half. 
The U.S. housing market is robust, strength-
ened by low mortgage rates and rising after-
tax incomes. Inflation is low. Retail sales have 
been rising, and productivity growth, the 
most important indicator of economic 
strength, remains high. 

My administration remains focused on 
faster economic growth that will translate 
into more jobs. Now that Americans can keep 
more of what they earn, we can expect to 
see rising demand for goods and services. 
And as demand increases, companies will 
need more workers to meet it. 

We will continue to take action on a broad 
agenda for more growth and jobs. We are 
pressing the Senate to join the House of Rep-
resentatives in passing an energy bill to as-
sure stable and affordable energy supplies. 
And we’re pressing the Senate on litigation 
reform, so small businesses and manufactur-
ers can focus on creating jobs instead of fight-
ing frivolous lawsuits. I’m asking both Houses 
of Congress to create reemployment ac-
counts for those seeking jobs, so they can 
pay for job training and child care and other 
costs of finding work. 

Faster economic growth will bring the 
added benefit of higher revenues for our 
Government, and those new revenues, com-
bined with spending discipline in Wash-
ington, DC, are the surest way to bring down 
the deficit. My budget for fiscal year 2004 
calls for a modest increase in discretionary 
spending of only 4 percent, or about the 
same increase as the average American 
household budget. I urge Congress to make 
spending discipline a priority, so that we can 
cut the deficit in half over the next 5 years. 

Government does not create prosperity. 
Government can, however, create the condi-
tions that make prosperity possible. The Jobs 
and Growth Act of 2003 was based on the 
fundamental faith in the energy and cre-
ativity of the American people. With hard 
work and daily determination, entrepreneurs 
and workers are moving this economy for-
ward. The American economy is headed in 
the right direction, and we can be confident 
of better days ahead. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:50 a.m. 
on July 17 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 19. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on July 18 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in Houston, Texas 

July 19, 2003

Thank you all very much. It’s such an 
honor to be here. Laura and I are glad to 
be home. First, let me say it’s great to see 
so many familiar faces. A couple of them 
scolded me when I was a kid. I see old—
[inaudible]—over there. [Laughter] A lot of 
the people in this room worked hard to see 
to it that I became the Governor, and I want 
to thank you all for your continued friendship 
and your support. I want to thank you for 
your loyalty to our country. I want to thank 
you for coming tonight. 

This is the first time we’ve been back to 
Texas since our trip to Africa. You may recall, 
we went to a park in Botswana. It’s where 
I learned a lot about our party’s mascot. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank you for all your help. You 
see, you’re laying the groundwork for what 
is going to be a great national victory in No-
vember of 2004. And we’re going to need 
your help. We’re going to need your help 
at the grassroots level. We’re going to need 
you to talk to your neighbors and send out 
the flyers and put up the signs and turn out 
the vote and remind people that this mes-
sage—the message of this administration is 
hopeful for every single person who lives in 
this country. And I’m getting ready, and I’m 
loosening up. [Laughter] 

But the truth of the matter is, there’s plen-
ty of time for politics. Right now, I’m focused 
on the people’s business in Washington, DC. 
We have a lot on the agenda. We will con-
tinue to work hard to earn the confidence 
of all Americans by keeping this Nation se-
cure and strong and prosperous and free. 

And I’m glad Laura is here tonight. In my 
book, she’s a fabulous First Lady. And I love 

VerDate jul 14 2003 02:23 Jul 29, 2003 Jkt 200250 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P30JYT4.025 P30JYT4



947Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / July 19

her a lot, and I hope she loves me a lot for 
dragging her out of Texas. 

I’m also honored to be introduced by Rick 
Perry. He is the right guy to be Governor 
of Texas. They had a good session, because 
he watched the people’s money very closely. 
He’s a good Governor, and I’m proud to call 
him friend. And I appreciate you, Rick. 

I want to thank Fred Meyer, the Texas 
State finance chairman, and Jeanne Johnson 
Phillips and Nancy Kinder for putting on this 
party tonight. You all did a fantastic job. 

I want to thank all who helped. This is 
a fantastic turnout, and I know it requires 
a lot of effort to get people to come, particu-
larly on a Saturday night. [Laughter] So I 
want to thank all those who worked hard, 
and I really appreciate your support. 

I want to thank my friend Tom DeLay for 
being here. Congressman DeLay is a leader 
in the House of Representatives. I’m pleased 
that our Lieutenant Governor, David 
Dewhurst, is here—thank you, David, for 
your leadership—and the speaker of the 
house, from Midland, Texas, Tommy 
Craddick. Thanks, Tom. And I know we’ve 
got two State senators with us, Teel Bivins 
and Kyle Janek, and State Representative Joe 
Nixon. I appreciate you all coming. 

And finally, I want to thank the Houston 
Children’s Chorus for lending their beautiful 
voices to this event. 

In the last 21⁄2 years, our Nation has acted 
decisively to confront great challenges. I 
came to this office to solve problems, not to 
pass them on to future Presidents and future 
generations. I came to seize opportunities, 
instead of letting them slip away. We are 
meeting the tests of our time. 

Terrorists declared war on the United 
States of America, and war is what they got. 
We have captured or killed many key leaders 
of Al Qaida, and the rest of them know we’re 
on their trail. In Afghanistan and in Iraq, we 
gave ultimatums to terror regimes. Those re-
gimes chose defiance, and those regimes are 
no more. Fifty million people in those two 
countries once lived under tyranny. Today, 
they live in freedom. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was 
not receiving the resources it needed, and 
morale was beginning to suffer. We increased 
the defense budget to prepare for the threats 

of a new era. And today, no one in the world 
can question the skill and the strength and 
the spirit of the United States military. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an 
economy in recession. And then the attacks 
on our country and scandals in corporate 
America and war affected the people’s con-
fidence. But we acted. We passed tough new 
laws to hold corporate criminals to account. 
And to get the economy going again, we have 
twice led the United States Congress to pass 
historic tax relief for the American people. 

We know that when Americans have more 
take-home pay to spend, to save, or to invest, 
the whole economy grows, and people are 
more likely to find a job. We understand 
whose money we spend in Washington, DC. 
It is not the Government’s money. It is the 
people’s money. 

We are returning more money to the peo-
ple to help them raise their families. We are 
reducing taxes on dividends and capital gains 
to encourage investment. We’re giving small 
businesses incentives to expand and hire new 
people. With all these actions, we are laying 
the foundation for greater prosperity and 
more jobs across America, so that every sin-
gle person in this country can realize the 
American Dream. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot 
of talk about education reform, but there 
wasn’t much action. So I called for and Con-
gress passed the No Child Left Behind Act. 
With a solid bipartisan majority, we delivered 
the most dramatic education reforms in a 
generation. We’re bringing high standards 
and strong accountability measures to every 
single public school in America. We believe 
that every child can learn the basics of read-
ing and math, and we expect every school 
to teach the basics of reading and math. We 
are challenging the soft bigotry of low expec-
tations. The days of excuse-making are over. 
We expect results in every classroom, so that 
not one single child in America is left behind. 

We reorganized the Government and cre-
ated a Department of Homeland Security to 
safeguard our borders and ports and to better 
protect the American people. We passed 
trade promotion authority to open new mar-
kets for America’s entrepreneurs and farmers 
and ranchers. We passed a budget agreement 
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that is helping to maintain spending dis-
cipline in Washington, DC. On issue after 
issue, this administration has acted on prin-
ciple, has kept its word, and has made 
progress for the American people. 

The United States Congress has shared in 
these great achievements, and I appreciate 
the hard work of the Members of the Con-
gress. I appreciate being able to work with 
Speaker Hastert and Leader DeLay and Sen-
ator Frist. And we will continue to work to-
gether to change the tone in Washington, 
DC, by focusing on the people’s business and 
by focusing on results. 

And that’s the nature of the men and 
women I have asked to serve in my adminis-
tration. I have put together a really fine ad-
ministration on behalf of the American peo-
ple. Our country has had no finer Vice Presi-
dent than Dick Cheney. Mother may have 
a different thought. [Laughter] 

In 21⁄2 years we have come far, but our 
work is only beginning. We have great goals 
worthy of this Nation. First, America is com-
mitted to extending the realm of freedom 
and peace for our own security and for the 
benefit of the world. And second, in our own 
country, we must work for a society of pros-
perity and compassion, so that every citizen 
has a chance to work and succeed and realize 
the great promise of our country. 

It is clear that the future of freedom and 
peace depend on the actions of America. This 
Nation is freedom’s home and freedom’s de-
fender. We welcome this charge of history, 
and we are keeping it. Our war on terror 
continues. The enemies of freedom are not 
idle, and neither are we. This country will 
not rest; we will not tire; and we will not 
stop until this danger to civilization is re-
moved. 

Yet, our national interest involves more 
than eliminating aggressive threats to our se-
curity. Our greatest security comes from the 
advance of human liberty, because free na-
tions do not support terror. Free nations do 
not attack their neighbors. Free nations do 
not threaten the world with weapons of mass 
terror. Americans believe that freedom is the 
deepest need and hope of every human 
heart, and we believe that freedom is the 
right of every person and the future of every 
nation. 

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous respon-
sibilities. We have duties in the world, and 
when we see disease and starvation and 
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away. On 
the continent of Africa, America is now 
bringing the healing power of medicine to 
millions of men and women and children 
now suffering with AIDS. This great land is 
leading the world in this incredibly important 
work of human rescue. 

We face challenges at home as well. And 
our actions will prove that we are equal to 
those challenges. I will continue to work on 
our economy until everybody who wants to 
work and who cannot find a job today is able 
to do so. 

We have a duty to keep our commitment 
to America’s seniors by strengthening and 
modernizing Medicare. Recently, the Con-
gress took historic action to improve the lives 
of older Americans. For the first time since 
the creation of Medicare, the House and the 
Senate have passed reforms to increase 
choices for our seniors and to provide cov-
erage for prescription drugs. The next step 
is for both Houses to work out their dif-
ferences and to get a good bill to my desk 
as soon as possible. 

For the sake of our health care system, 
we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits 
which increase the cost of medicine. I appre-
ciate the very fine work of the Governor and 
the Lieutenant Governor and the speaker for 
passing real, meaningful medical liability re-
form here in the State of Texas. The State 
Representative Nixon, who is here with us 
today, was the author of that bill, and I appre-
ciate your hard work, Joe. 

Look, we understand a person who has 
been harmed by a bad doctor deserves his 
or her day in court. Yet, the system should 
not reward lawyers who are fishing for rich 
settlements. Because frivolous lawsuits drive 
up the cost of health care, they affect the 
Federal budget. Therefore, medical liability 
reform is a national issue that requires a na-
tional solution. The House of Representa-
tives has passed a fine bill. It is stuck in the 
United States Senate. The Senate must act 
on behalf of the American citizens. 

I have a responsibility as President to make 
sure the judicial system runs well. And I have 
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met that duty. I have nominated superb men 
and women like Priscilla Owen to the Fed-
eral courts, people who will interpret the law, 
not legislate from the bench. 

Some Members of the Senate are trying 
to keep my nominees off the bench by block-
ing up-or-down votes. Every judicial nomi-
nee deserves a fair hearing and an up-or-
down vote in the Senate floor. It is time for 
some of those Members in the Senate to stop 
playing politics with American justice. 

The Congress needs to pass a comprehen-
sive energy plan. Our Nation must promote 
energy efficiency and conservation and con-
tinue to develop technology so we can ex-
plore in a more environmentally friendly way. 
But for the sake of our economic security 
and for the sake of our national security, we 
must be less dependent on foreign sources 
of energy. 

Our strong and prosperous Nation must 
also be a compassionate nation. I will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of compas-
sionate conservatism, applying the best and 
most innovative ideas to the task of helping 
our fellow citizens in need. There are still 
millions of men and women who want to end 
their dependence on Government and be-
come independent through hard work. We 
must build on the success of welfare reform 
to bring work and dignity into the lives of 
more of our fellow citizens. 

Congress should complete the ‘‘Citizen 
Service Act’’ to encourage more Americans 
to serve their communities and their country. 
And both Houses should reach agreement on 
my Faith-Based Initiative to support the ar-
mies of compassion that are mentoring our 
children and caring for the homeless and of-
fering hope to the addicted. 

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for all, including the independence 
and dignity that come from ownership. My 
administration will constantly strive to pro-
mote an ownership society in America. We 
want more people owning their own home. 
We want our fellow citizens to own and man-
age their own health care plan and to own 
and manage their own retirement accounts. 
We want more of our citizens, our entre-
preneurs, to own their own small business. 
We understand that when a person owns 

something, he or she has a vital stake in the 
future of our country. 

In a compassionate society, people respect 
one another and take responsibilities for the 
decisions they make. We’re changing the cul-
ture of America from one that has said, ‘‘If 
it feels good, do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else,’’ to one in which 
each of us understands we are responsible 
for the decisions we make in life. If you are 
a mom or a dad, if you’re fortunate enough 
to be a mom or a dad, it is you who is respon-
sible for loving your child. If you’re con-
cerned about the quality of the education in 
the community in which you live, you’re re-
sponsible for doing something about it. If 
you’re a CEO in America, you have the re-
sponsibility to tell the truth to your share-
holders and your employees. And in this new 
responsibility society, each of us is respon-
sible for loving a neighbor just like we’d like 
to be loved ourself. 

We can see the culture of service and re-
sponsibility growing around us. I started the 
USA Freedom Corps to encourage Ameri-
cans to extend a compassionate hand to 
neighbors in need, and the response has been 
fantastic. As I travel our country, I also see 
the vibrancy of many of the faith-based orga-
nizations, the neighborhood healers that are 
concerned about saving lives. I also know that 
policemen and firefighters and people who 
wear our Nation’s uniform are reminding us, 
once again, what it means to sacrifice for 
something greater than ourselves. Our chil-
dren believe in heroes because they see them 
everyday. 

In these challenging times, the world has 
seen the resolve and the courage of America, 
and I’ve been privileged to see the compas-
sion and character of the American people. 
All the tests of the last 21⁄2 years have come 
to the right nation. 

We are a strong country, and we use that 
strength to defend the peace. We’re an opti-
mistic country, confident in ourselves and in 
ideals bigger than ourselves. Abroad, we seek 
to lift whole nations by spreading freedom. 
At home, we seek to lift up lives by spreading 
opportunity to every corner of America. This 
is the work that history has set before us. 
We welcome it. And we know that for our 
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country and for our cause, the best days lie 
ahead. 

May God bless America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. at the 
Westin Galleria. In his remarks, he referred to 
Texas House of Representatives Speaker Tom 
Craddick; and Fred Meyer, Texas State finance 
chairman, Jeanne Johnson Phillips, Texas State 
vice chairman, and Nancy Kinder, fundraiser, 
Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi of Italy in Crawford, 
Texas 
July 21, 2003

President Bush. Thank you for coming. 
I’m honored to host my friend the Prime 
Minister of Italy, Silvio Berlusconi. It’s such 
an honor for us to welcome—I say ‘‘us’’; 
Laura welcomes him as well as I to our ranch. 
We welcome the Prime Minister as a good 
friend, and he represents a country which 
is a strong ally to America. Welcome. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Thank you. 
President Bush. I want to thank him for 

being such a gracious host during our trips 
overseas, and we’re really pleased to return 
the hospitality. 

Last year, on America’s Memorial Day, 
Prime Minister Berlusconi visited a Amer-
ican military cemetery in Italy to honor our 
service members who gave their lives de-
fending freedom in Europe. His actions 
touched me personally. He understands the 
history and the values that our two countries 
share. The people of the United States and 
Italy love freedom, and we know that free-
dom must be defended. 

We also understand that defending free-
dom requires costs and sacrifice. And the 
United States is grateful for Italy’s willing-
ness to bear the burdens with us. Italy and 
America stood together through nearly a half 
a century of cold war. Over the past decade, 
we have stood together against oppression 
and hatred in the Balkans. And in the months 
since September the 11th, 2001, Italy and 
America have stood side by side against tyr-
anny and global terror. 

The war on terror continues. We will see 
it through to victory. Global terrorist net-
works are a threat to America, to Italy, and 
to all peaceful nations. And we are disrupting 
and destroying those networks. The pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction is 
a threat to America, to Italy, and to all peace-
ful nations. We will persevere until that 
threat is removed. Radicalism and ideologies 
of hatred are a threat to America, to Italy, 
and to all peaceful nations. And we are deter-
mined to spread liberty and progress and 
hope. 

My country is especially grateful to the 
Italian troops and police who are serving with 
skill and courage in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Our efforts to work for freedom and stability 
in these countries and throughout the entire 
region are an integral part of the war on ter-
ror. And we will make both our nations safer 
and advance the peace of the world. 

The Prime Minister and I are both encour-
aged by signs of progress toward a great goal 
in the Middle East: two states, Palestine and 
Israel, living side by side in peace and secu-
rity. Both Prime Minister Abbas and Prime 
Minister Sharon are showing leadership and 
courage. Now it is time for governments 
across the Middle East to support the efforts 
of these two men by fighting terror in all 
its forms. This includes the Governments of 
Syria and Iran. This behavior is—today, Syria 
and Iran continue to harbor and assist terror-
ists. This behavior is completely unaccept-
able, and states that support terror will be 
held accountable. 

Supporting and harboring terrorists under-
mines the prospects for peace in the Middle 
East and betrays the true interests of the Pal-
estinian people. Terrorism is the greatest ob-
stacle to the emergence of a Palestinian state, 
and all leaders who seek this goal have an 
obligation to back up their words in real ac-
tions against terror. And leaders who are in-
terested in a peaceful solution in the Middle 
East must support the efforts of Prime Min-
ister Abbas to build a democratic Palestine 
and ease the hardships faced by the Pales-
tinian people. 

The Prime Minister and I are in complete 
agreement that Europe and America are 
both more secure and more effective when 
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we act together. I’m pleased that Prime Min-
ister Berlusconi is now serving as the Presi-
dent of the European Union. And I’m con-
fident that under his leadership of the EU, 
Europe and America will continue to meet 
the great challenges before us. 

Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for your 
leadership, your wise counsel, and your 
friendship, and welcome to Crawford, Texas. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi. Thank you, 
Mr. President. Thank you for hosting me, 
and thank you for inviting me here to visit 
a country which I love very much, to talk 
about our common concerns: that is, free-
dom, democracy, and justice and develop-
ment. 

Thank you very much for welcoming me 
in your home, making me feel as a member 
of your family. Please let me say so, this is 
again a chance for me to talk to you and tell 
you about the gratitude I have, the gratitude 
I personally have, my country has for you, 
for a country which allowed us to enjoy our 
freedom and our welfare and well-being and 
to enjoy all of this. 

This morning I attended one of your meet-
ings, work meetings, and I was strongly im-
pressed by the burden of responsibilities that 
you take on yourself and on your country. 
And I really thought that it was extremely 
important for the citizens in the West to 
know with what attention and care and with 
what spirit of sacrifice and generosity the 
United States and its President follow the de-
velopments all over the world which might 
bring about danger and threat and hurt any 
country in the world. 

He already mentioned the subjects we dis-
cussed in our meeting and already said that 
we have a common vision on all of these 
issues, with no exception. I’ll go back to Italy 
and Europe with a belief which I already had 
but which was strengthened by my visit here. 
My belief is that we really need to support 
and develop the culture of union and cohe-
sion and certainly not nurture the culture of 
division. Selfishness, narcissism, and division 
shall never win. We need to revive the huge 
strength of cohesion. And this has to be a 
vital force, able to plan and build something. 
And this is the message which I’m going to 
bring back to my European allies as Presi-
dent of the European Union. 

Once again, thank you, Mr. President, for 
the friendship of your people to my country 
and for your personal friendship and esteem. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Before 
the Prime Minister and I take a tour of the 
ranch, we’ll answer a couple of questions. 

Deb, AP [Deb Reichman Kepler, Associ-
ated Press]. 

Liberia 
Q. Mr. President, a mortar shell has hit 

the U.S. Embassy in Liberia. The U.S. has 
sent a contingent of Marines there to protect 
its interests. What about the civilians being 
killed? There were some civilians dragged in 
front of the Embassy this morning. Sir, my 
question is, can the U.S. stand by and watch 
the violence spiral out of control, and what 
about sending U.S. peacekeepers? 

President Bush. Well, you’re right, we 
just sent a group of troops in to protect our 
interests, and we’re concerned about our 
people in Liberia. We’ll continue to monitor 
the situation very closely. We’re working with 
the United Nations to effect policy necessary 
to get the cease-fire back in place. We are 
working with ECOWAS to determine when 
they will be prepared to move in the peace-
keeper troops that I have said we’d be willing 
to help move into Liberia. We’re monitoring 
the situation very carefully. 

You call on somebody. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. [Inaudible] 
President Bush. No, you get to call on 

somebody. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. Si, si. Prego.

Iraq 
Q. The question, if possible, could be an-

swered by both of you—that is, the situation 
in Iraq. Did you discuss the possibility of hav-
ing Italian troops taking over and replacing 
the—taking over the peacekeeping oper-
ations and taking over from the U.S. military? 
And did you talk about reconstruction of 
Iraq? And did you also mention the possi-
bility that countries which did not participate 
in the coalition can have the same role and 
the same share in the reconstruction of Iraq? 

President Bush. No, we didn’t talk about 
Italy replacing the United States as peace-
keepers. Yes, we did discuss how to broaden 
the coalition to bring more security to Iraq. 
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It’s very important for our citizens of both 
countries to understand that this extension 
of hostility is really a part of the war to lib-
erate Iraq. There are people in Iraq who hate 
the thought of freedom. There are Saddam 
apologists who want to try to stay in power 
through terrorist activity. And I explained to 
the Prime Minister: We’re patient; we’re 
strong; we’re resolute; and we will see this 
matter through. And obviously, the more 
help we can get, the more we appreciate it. 
And we are continuing to work with other 
nations to ask their help and advice. And we 
appreciate the leadership of the Prime Min-
ister. 

Secondly, the answer to your question 
about reconstruction efforts, the answer is, 
who can do the best job for the Iraqi people? 
The reconstruction effort shouldn’t be 
viewed as a political exercise. It shouldn’t be 
viewed as an international grab bag. It 
shouldn’t be viewed as a special opportunity. 

The answer to your question is, how best 
to improve the lives of the Iraqi people, how 
best to quickly establish electricity and clean 
water and hospitals and schools, all the things 
necessary for a free society to develop. And 
so if that can be—if that question can be 
answered positively by somebody who didn’t 
necessarily agree with the decision, that’s 
fine. We’re interested—mostly interested in 
the Iraqi people. 

Okay, Adam [Adam Entous, Reuters]. 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. I share——
President Bush. You want to answer that? 

Sure. 
Prime Minister Berlusconi. No, no, I 

completely share what the President just 
said. 

President Bush. Then why don’t you ask 
the Prime Minister a question so he can an-
swer a question. 

Q. Mr. President. 
President Bush. Yes, Adam. 

North Korea 
Q. New evidence suggests North Korea 

may have built a second, secret site to proc-
ess plutonium. How concerned are you? Are 
you going to let this stand? Also, are you still 
hopeful of making progress in talks through 
the Chinese? 

President Bush. Well, I appreciate you 
bringing up the latter, because I do believe 
we can solve this issue diplomatically by en-
couraging the neighborhood—the Chinese, 
the South Koreans, and the Japanese to join 
us with a single voice that says to Mr. Kim 
Chong-il, ‘‘A decision to develop a nuclear 
arsenal is one that will alienate you from the 
rest of the world.’’

The desire by the North Koreans to con-
vince the world that they’re in the process 
of developing a nuclear arsenal is nothing 
new. We’ve known that for a while. And 
therefore, we must continue to work with the 
neighborhood to convince Kim Chong-il that 
his decision is an unwise decision. And we 
will do just that. 

Iraq 
Q. Under what condition would you ac-

cept a new United Nation resolution about 
Iraq? You know that some countries are ask-
ing. 

President Bush. Well, we’re in close con-
sultation with the U.N. We believe that 1483 
empowers countries to make a proper deci-
sion to get involved in Iraq. Let me talk about 
the U.N. in relations to Iraq in general. Mr. 
de Mello is doing a very fine job. He is work-
ing very closely with Bremer. They’ve got a 
fine relationship, and that bodes well for fu-
ture discussions. Fourteen eighty-three is a 
very strong resolution and a very adequate 
resolution. 

But we’re constantly in touch with U.N. 
officials. And Kofi Annan was in my office 
the other day, discussing a lot of different 
issues, and one of the issues was Iraq. The 
more people involved in Iraq, the better off 
we will be. And that’s exactly what our inten-
tion is, to encourage people to participate in 
the—making Iraq more secure and more 
free. A free Iraq is a crucial part of winning 
the war on terror. 

And now I’m going to go see to it that 
the Prime Minister is well fed. We’re going 
to feed him some chicken. 

Thank you, sir. I appreciate it very much. 
Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11:13 a.m. at the Bush Ranch. In his remarks, 
he referred to Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas 
(Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority; Prime 
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Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel; former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Chairman Kim Chong-
il of North Korea; Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
and Special Representative for Iraq Sergio Vieira 
de Mello of the United Nations; and L. Paul 
Bremer III, Presidential Envoy to Iraq. Prime 
Minister Berlusconi spoke in Italian, and some re-
porters asked their questions in Italian, and their 
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continued Operations of United 
States Forces in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 
July 22, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In my report to the Congress of January 

21, 2003, I provided information on the de-
ployment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed 
Forces to Bosnia and Herzegovina and other 
states in the region in order to participate 
in and support the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO)-led Stabilization Force 
(SFOR). The SFOR began its mission and 
assumed authority from the NATO-led Im-
plementation Force on December 20, 1996. 
I am providing this supplemental report, pre-
pared by my Administration and consistent 
with the War Powers Resolution (Public Law 
93–148), to help ensure that the Congress 
is kept fully informed on continued U.S. con-
tributions in support of peacekeeping efforts 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

The U.N. Security Council authorized 
Member States to continue SFOR for a pe-
riod of 12 months in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1491 of July 11, 2003. The mis-
sion of SFOR is to provide a focused military 
presence in order to deter hostilities, stabilize 
and consolidate the peace in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, contribute to a secure environ-
ment, and provide, within its means and ca-
pabilities, selective support to key tasks and 
key civil implementation organizations. 

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is approximately 
1,800 personnel. United States personnel 
comprise approximately 15 percent of the 
total SFOR force of approximately 12,000 

personnel. During the first half of 2003, 17 
NATO nations and 11 others provided mili-
tary personnel or other support to SFOR. 
Most U.S. forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
are assigned to Multinational Brigade, North, 
headquartered near the city of Tuzla. The 
U.S. forces continue to support SFOR efforts 
to apprehend persons indicted for war crimes 
and to conduct counter-terrorism operations. 
In the last 6 months, U.S. forces have not 
sustained any combat-related fatalities. 

I have directed the participation of U.S. 
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant 
to my constitutional authority to conduct 
U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in 
Chief and Chief Executive. 

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed 
about developments in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. I will continue to consult close-
ly with the Congress regarding our efforts 
to foster peace and stability in the former 
Yugoslavia. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Ted Stevens, President pro tempore of the 
Senate.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Progress Report on 
Spending in Support of Plan 
Colombia 
July 22, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 3204(e), Public 

Law 106–246, I am providing a report pre-
pared by my Administration detailing the 
progress of spending by the executive branch 
during the first two quarters of Fiscal Year 
2003 in support of Plan Colombia. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 22, 2003.
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Memorandum on the Report to the 
Congress Consistent With the 
Afghanistan Freedom Support Act of 
2002
July 22, 2003

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Report to the Congress Consistent 
With the Afghanistan Freedom Support Act 
of 2002

Consistent with section 206(c) of the Af-
ghanistan Freedom Support Act of 2002 
(Public Law 107–327 of December 4, 2002), 
you are hereby authorized and directed to 
transmit the attached report on implementa-
tion of the strategies for meeting the imme-
diate and long-term security needs of Af-
ghanistan to the appropriate committees of 
the Congress. 

You are also authorized and directed to 
publish this memorandum in the Federal 
Register.

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 23.

Remarks on Coalition Activities in 
Iraq 
July 23, 2003

It is my pleasure to welcome Ambassador 
Paul Bremer back to the White House. I’m 
also pleased to be joined by Secretary Rums-
feld and General Myers. Thank you all for 
coming. 

Ambassador Bremer is doing a fine job in 
an essential cause. The nations in our coali-
tion are determined to help the Iraqi people 
recover from years of tyranny. And we are 
determined to help build a free and sov-
ereign and democratic nation. 

The coalition provisional authority, led by 
Ambassador Bremer, has a comprehensive 
strategy to move Iraq toward a future that 
is secure and prosperous. We are carrying 
out that strategy for the good of Iraq, for 
the peace of the region, and for the security 
of the United States and our friends. 

Saddam Hussein’s regime spent more than 
three decades oppressing Iraq’s people, at-

tacking Iraq’s neighbors, and threatening the 
world’s peace. The regime tortured at home, 
promoted terror abroad, and armed in secret. 
Now, with the regime of Saddam Hussein 
gone forever, a few remaining holdouts are 
trying to prevent the advance of order and 
freedom. They are targeting our success in 
rebuilding Iraq; they’re killing new police 
graduates; they’re shooting at people that are 
guarding the universities and powerplants 
and oil facilities. 

These killers are the enemies of Iraq’s peo-
ple. They operate mainly in a few areas of 
the country. And wherever they operate, they 
are being hunted, and they will be defeated. 
Our military forces are on the offensive. 
They’re working with the newly free Iraqi 
people to destroy the remnants of the old 
regime and their terrorist allies. 

Yesterday, in the city of Mosul, the careers 
of two of the regime’s chief henchmen came 
to an end. Saddam Hussein’s sons were re-
sponsible for torture, maiming, and murder 
of countless Iraqis. Now more than ever, all 
Iraqis can know that the former regime is 
gone and will not be coming back. 

As our work continues, we know that our 
coalition forces are serving under difficult 
circumstances. Our Nation will give those 
who wear its uniform all the tools and sup-
port they need to complete their mission. We 
are eternally grateful for the bravery of our 
troops, for their sacrifice, and for the sac-
rifices of their families. The families of our 
service men and women can take comfort in 
knowing that their sons and daughters and 
moms and dads are serving a cause that is 
noble and just and vital to the security of 
the United States. 

A free, democratic, peaceful Iraq will not 
threaten America or our friends with illegal 
weapons. A free Iraq will not be a training 
ground for terrorists or a funnel of money 
to terrorists or provide weapons to terrorists 
who would willingly use them to strike our 
country or our allies. A free Iraq will not de-
stabilize the Middle East. A free Iraq can 
set a hopeful example to the entire region 
and lead other nations to choose freedom. 
And as the pursuits of freedom replace ha-
tred and resentment and terror in the Middle 
East, the American people will be more se-
cure. 
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America has assumed great responsibilities 
for Iraq’s future. Yet, we do not bear these 
responsibilities alone. Nineteen nations are 
providing more than 13,000 troops to help 
stabilize Iraq, and additional forces will soon 
arise—arrive. More than two dozen nations 
have pledged funds that will go directly to-
wards relief and reconstruction efforts. Every 
day, we are renovating schools for the new 
school year. We’re restoring the damaged 
water, electrical, and communication sys-
tems. And when we introduce a new Iraqi 
currency later this year, it will be the first 
time in 12 years that the whole country is 
using the same currency. 

Our greatest ally in the vital work of stabi-
lizing and rebuilding a democratic and pros-
perous Iraq is the Iraqi people themselves. 
Our goal is to turn over authority to Iraqis 
as quickly as possible. Coalition authorities 
are training Iraqi police forces to help patrol 
Iraqi cities and villages. Ambassador Bremer 
and General Abizaid are working to establish 
as quickly as possible a new Iraqi civilian de-
fense force to help protect supply convoys 
and powerplants and ammunition depots. Of-
fices have been established in major Iraqi cit-
ies to recruit soldiers for a new Iraqi army 
that will defend the people of Iraq instead 
of terrorizing them. 

Most importantly, 10 days ago, Iraqis 
formed a new Governing Council. The Coun-
cil represents all of Iraq’s diverse groups, and 
it has given responsible positions to religious 
authorities and to women. The Council is 
naming ministers to establish control over 
Iraq’s ministries, and the Council is drawing 
up a new budget. The process of drafting 
a constitution will soon be underway, and this 
will prepare the way for elections. 

Yesterday in New York, members of Iraq’s 
Governing Council participated in a meeting 
of the United Nations Security Council. They 
heard a report from U.N. Secretary-General 
Annan, which welcomed the establishment 
of the Iraqi Governing Council as a broadly 
representative Iraqi partner with whom the 
U.N. and the international community can 
engage to build Iraq’s future. 

Now that we have reached this important 
milestone, I urge the nations of the world 
to contribute militarily and financially to-
wards fulfilling Security Council Resolution 

1483’s vision of a free and secure Iraq. The 
U.N. report also urges a swift return to full 
Iraqi sovereignty. 

And this morning, Ambassador Bremer 
briefed me on our strategy to accelerate 
progress toward this goal. He outlined a com-
prehensive plan for action for bringing great-
er security, essential services, economic de-
velopment, and democracy to the Iraqi peo-
ple. The plan sets out ambitious timetables 
and clear benchmarks to measure progress 
and practical methods for achieving results. 

Rebuilding Iraq will require a sustained 
commitment. America and our partners kept 
our promise to remove the dictator and the 
threat he posed not only to the Iraqi people 
but to the world. We also keep our promise 
to destroy every remnant of that regime and 
to help the people of Iraq to govern them-
selves in freedom. In the 83 days since I an-
nounced the end of major combat operations 
in Iraq, we have made progress, steady 
progress, in restoring hope in a nation beaten 
down by decades of tyranny. 

Ambassador Bremer is showing great skill 
and resourcefulness and is demonstrating 
fine leadership and the great values of our 
country. Mr. Ambassador, thank you for what 
you’re doing for America. I appreciate you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:16 a.m. in the 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to L. Paul Bremer III, Presi-
dential Envoy to Iraq; Uday and Qusay Hussein, 
sons of former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq, 
who were killed July 22 by U.S. military forces 
in Mosul, Iraq; Gen. John P. Abizaid, USA, com-
batant commander, U.S. Central Command; and 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the United Na-
tions.

Remarks on Presenting the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom 

July 23, 2003

The President. Good afternoon, and wel-
come to the White House. Laura and I are 
really glad you all are here. We’re especially 
pleased to welcome the distinguished guests 
we honor today and their proud families and 
friends. 
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I appreciate former Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright for joining us today. 
Madam Secretary, thank you for coming. 

I’m honored that Kay Bailey Hutchison 
from the great State of Texas is here with 
us today. I appreciate the ambassadors who 
have joined us. I appreciate former Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom recipients and 
their families who are here: Zbigniew 
Brzezinski is with us today; Liz Moynihan is 
the widow of Senator Moynihan; and Irving 
Kristol. I thank you all for coming. 

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is 
America’s highest civil award. It is conferred 
upon men and women of high achievement 
in the arts and entertainment, public service, 
science, education, athletics, business, and 
other fields. For most recipients, this award 
is a special distinction added to many prior 
honors. 

Some recipients are no longer with us but 
are still highly regarded and fondly remem-
bered. All who receive the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom have the continued re-
spect of their peers and the lasting admira-
tion of the American people. 

Julia Child already holds the highest dis-
tinction of the French Government. She was 
awarded the Legion of Honor for sharing 
with millions of Americans the appreciation 
and artistry of French cooking. 

Before Julia Child came along, no one 
imagined it could be so interesting to watch 
a meal being prepared. [Laughter] The rea-
son, of course, is Julia herself, her friendly 
way, her engaging conversation, and her ea-
gerness to teach. American cuisine and 
American culture have been enriched for 
decades by the unmistakable voice and the 
presence of Julia Child. 

Americans are not always in the mood for 
exquisite meals. Sometimes all we want is a 
hamburger at the drive-up window. [Laugh-
ter] And a lot of those windows are at places 
named for the daughter of Dave Thomas. 
The late founder of Wendy’s left school with-
out a diploma to begin working at a very 
young age. 

His great success as a restauranteur al-
lowed Dave to fulfill other ambitions in his 
life. He became a benefactor of good causes, 
especially the cause of adoption. Dave him-
self was orphaned at an early age, and many 

young men and women today can thank Dave 
Thomas for helping to join them with loving 
parents. 

At the height of his career, Dave Thomas 
went back to school and earned a GED. His 
classmates voted him ‘‘most likely to suc-
ceed.’’ [Laughter] And today his country 
honors the hard work behind his success and 
the great generosity Dave Thomas showed 
others. 

Van Cliburn was last here in 2001, as one 
of the Kennedy Center honorees. His life of 
honor started early, as the 23-year-old winner 
of the Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. 
In the years since, he has even further re-
fined the gifts of a prodigy with the discipline 
and consistency of a true master. He has 
lived up to the high standards of the music 
teacher who first inspired him, his mother, 
Rildia Bee Cliburn. Today, throughout 
America and across the world, musicians find 
inspiration in his example, and all of us asso-
ciate the name Van Cliburn with grace and 
the perfect touch at the piano. 

Like Van, the scholar Jacques Barzun now 
lives in Texas. He began his life 95 years ago 
in France. He became an American citizen 
in 1933 and joined the faculty at Columbia 
University and gained a reputation as a think-
er of great discernment and integrity. From 
his first book, published 71 years ago, to his 
latest, a bestseller published in 2000, Jacques 
Barzun has influenced generations of serious 
readers. Few academics of the last century 
have equaled his output and his influence, 
and today he has the profound gratitude of 
his adopted country. 

Charlton Heston is known for his por-
trayals of the most compelling dramatic fig-
ures: Moses, Judah Ben-Hur, Michelangelo, 
General Andrew Jackson, and Captain 
George Taylor. In the process, Charlton 
Heston himself has become one of the great 
names in film history. Over more than half 
a century, his talent and intensity have prov-
en big enough to fill any role. 

The largeness of character that comes 
across the screen has also been seen through-
out his life, during Charlton Heston’s service 
in World War II, his leadership of a labor 
union, his activism on behalf of civil rights, 
and his principled defense of the Bill of 
Rights. Charlton Heston has left his mark on 
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our country as an artist, as a citizen, and as 
a patriot, and we’re honored he is with us 
today. 

We’re also honored as well by the presence 
of an artist whose life brought two experi-
ences he never could have expected, that of 
a prisoner and that of a President. In the 
days of Communist rule over Czechoslovakia, 
Vaclav Havel ridiculed the pretensions of an 
oppressive government and was viewed as an 
enemy of the state. The most subversive act 
of this playwright was telling the truth about 
tyranny, and when the truth finally tri-
umphed in a ‘‘kindhearted revolution,’’ the 
people elected this dignified, charming, 
humble, determined man to lead their coun-
try. Unintimidated by threats, unchanged by 
political power, this good man has suffered 
much in the cause of liberty, and he has be-
come one of liberty’s great heroes. 

When liberty was threatened by nazism, 
a young Hungarian scientist named Edward 
Teller left Europe and found his way to the 
United States. Within a decade, the German 
Reich was at war with America and in search 
of the most terrible weapons. Dr. Teller 
joined the Manhattan Project and applied his 
disciplined mind to the most urgent task 
America had ever faced, to develop the atom 
bomb before Hitler. 

Dr. Teller contributed to the success of 
that mission and helped us to meet other 
great national security challenges during the 
cold war. In recent decades, he has turned 
his efforts to the great scientific and moral 
task of building a defense against ballistic 
missiles. For a long life of brilliant achieve-
ment and patriotic service, America is in debt 
to Dr. Edward Teller. 

Professor James Q. Wilson may be the 
most influential political scientist in America 
since the White House was home to Pro-
fessor Woodrow Wilson. Throughout his ca-
reer, he has demonstrated the best virtues 
of the academic profession. His theories and 
ideas are drawn from actual human experi-
ence and therefore have great practical value 
in addressing social problems. He writes with 
authority on a range of subjects, from the 
workings of government to the causes and 
prevention of crime. Whatever his subject, 
James Q. Wilson writes with intellectual 
rigor, with moral clarity, to the appreciation 

of a wide and growing audience. And it is 
my honor to congratulate Professor James Q. 
Wilson. 

Of the 108 Americans who have served on 
the Supreme Court of the United States, only 
one is also in the College Football Hall of 
Fame. Justice Byron White was a rare kind 
of person who seemed to excel at everything 
he attempted. Whether playing football or 
earning a Bronze Star in World War II or 
enforcing civil rights as Deputy Attorney 
General, Byron White was tough, and he was 
determined. 

When he was nominated, his close friend 
at the Supreme Court, President John F. 
Kennedy, called Byron White a man of 
‘‘character, experience, and intellectual 
force.’’ Over the next three decades, Justice 
White showed those qualities in majority 
opinions of great depth and in dissenting 
opinions of great wisdom and courage. When 
he passed away last year, people across our 
country felt that loss of a superb judge and 
a great American. 

John Wooden is also a Hall of Famer, one 
of the only two enshrined both as basketball 
player and basketball coach. In a legendary 
career, Coach Wooden led his teams to 885 
victories with only 203 losses. His players in-
cluded some of the all-time greats: Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar and Bill Walton and Gail 
Goodrich, to name a few. 

But all his players will tell you the most 
important man on their team was not on the 
court. He was the man who taught genera-
tions of basketball players the fundamentals 
of hard work and discipline, patience, and 
teamwork. Coach Wooden remains a part of 
their lives as a teacher of the game and as 
an example of what a good man should be. 
Nell Wooden, the coach’s wife of 53 years, 
would be incredibly proud of him again. 
Coach Wooden, it’s wonderful to see you 
with us today. 

Another recipient this afternoon would 
have been 69 years old next month. Millions 
of Americans remember hearing the news 
that Roberto Clemente had been lost on a 
mission to help the people of Nicaragua after 
an earthquake. His full name was Roberto 
Clemente Walker, and in an era of Mays and 
Mantle and Aaron, he ranked as one of the 
greats. 

VerDate jul 14 2003 02:23 Jul 29, 2003 Jkt 200250 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P30JYT4.025 P30JYT4



958 July 23 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

He was a young man with a quick bat, a 
rifle arm, and a gentle heart. In the words 
of one baseball executive, ‘‘I never saw any 
ballplayer like him. No, sir. Whenever any-
body signs a big contract these days, we al-
ways wonder how many millions Clemente 
would be worth.’’ As a former team owner, 
it would be a lot. [Laughter] 

Yet the true worth of this man, seen in 
how he lived his life and how he lost his life, 
cannot be measured in money. And all these 
years later, his family can know that America 
cherishes the memory of Roberto Clemente. 

Our country and our world have been im-
proved by the lives of the men and women 
we honor today. And now it is my honor to 
present the awards, and I ask the military 
aide to read the citations. 

[At this point, Lt. Col. John Newell, USAF, 
Air Force Aide to the President, read the cita-
tions, and the President presented the med-
als.] 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
And Laura and I would now like to invite 
you to join us for a reception to honor these 
great Americans and great member of the 
Czech Republic, our great friend. 

Thank you all for coming. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison of 
Texas.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives on Reallocation of 
Funds Previously Transferred From 
the Emergency Response Fund 
July 23, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
In order to continue the necessary and 

critical responses to the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks, I am notifying the Congress 
of my intent to reallocate funds previously 
transferred from the Emergency Response 
Fund (ERF). 

At this time, $5 million of ERF funds will 
be transferred to the Food and Drug Admin-
istration to support activities to improve the 
security of the food supply. 

The details of this action are set forth in 
the enclosed letter from the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush

Remarks in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 
July 24, 2003

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank you 
all very much for allowing us to come. John, 
thanks for your leadership. He’s doing a fabu-
lous job as the Secretary of Treasury, and 
I’m so glad he decided to join my administra-
tion. 

I want to thank you for the warm welcome, 
and I want to thank you all for helping us 
keep a commitment to the American people. 
We promised tax reductions for the good of 
American families and for the good of our 
economy. And we delivered on that promise. 
And soon the mail carrier will be delivering 
the checks that we promised to the American 
people. Twelve billion dollars in tax relief is 
on its way to more than 25 million American 
families. 

And this is an appropriate place to come 
and talk about checks being mailed to Amer-
ican families, here at the Financial Manage-
ment Service. The reason why is because 
here and at other facilities, these checks are 
being printed, and the checks will be mailed. 
And I want to thank you all very much for 
working as hard as you are to make sure that 
the promise that the Government has made 
is being kept. 

I know a lot of you are putting in weekend 
shifts. I know a lot of you are working really 
hard. And I am grateful, but more impor-
tantly, the American people should be grate-
ful for the work you do right here. Thank 
on behalf of—[applause]. 

I have traveled today with two really fine 
men and great United States Senators, Arlen 
Specter and Rick Santorum. I want to thank 
you all for coming. I want to thank you for—
I want to thank Mike Colarusso and Bob 
Mange for leading this fine group of folks. 
Thank you all for your hospitality. 

I want to thank those good workers who 
allowed me and the press corps to come and 
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see you doing your job. It’s not easy to do 
your job with a distraction, and I must con-
fess that sometimes the Presidential entou-
rage can be distracting. [Laughter] But we 
want to thank you all for your hospitality and, 
most of all, thank you for being such great 
Americans and working so hard on behalf of 
the American people. 

Today when I landed in Philadelphia, I 
met a lady named Valerie Christy. She’s what 
we call USA—there’s Valerie, right there. 
I’m sure you don’t know who Valerie is, but 
you’re about to, because Valerie is a person 
who has taken time out of her life to make 
somebody else’s life better. She is a volun-
teer. One of the things she’s done is she has 
participated in the Philadelphia Cares Day, 
which helps to paint and repair public 
schools in Philadelphia. She also volunteers 
twice a month in what they call Partners in 
Technology, to help seniors and other special 
needs residents learn to use the technological 
change—learn to adapt to the technological 
changes of our society. 

In other words, and the reason I bring this 
up is, much has been made about the great 
strength and might of America, and we are 
strong, and we are mighty, and we’ll remain 
that way. But the true strength of our country 
is the heart and soul of our citizens, and Val-
erie represents that. She represents those 
who have heard the call to love a neighbor 
like you’d like to be loved yourself. 

And the reason I bring this up is I want 
to continue to remind our fellow citizens that 
the way to change America for the better, 
and the way to make sure the great promise 
of our country exists for every single citizen, 
is that when we see somebody in need, we 
must act. If you’re worried about children 
not being able to read, mentor a child. If 
you have a shut-in in your neighborhood who 
is lonely, provide comfort and love to that 
person. See, each of us can make a difference 
in America. America changes one heart, one 
soul, one conscience at a time. And each of 
us must be that some person trying to help 
make that change when we find somebody 
who hurts. Valerie, thank you for the example 
you set for our fellow citizens. 

You know, this country has faced a lot of 
challenges in the past few years. And I be-
lieve those challenges have brought out the 

best in America. On September the 11th, 
2001, a date I will not forget so long as I’m 
on this Earth, America’s enemies declared 
war on this country. That’s what happened 
on that day. It was a declaration of war by 
people who hate what America stands for, 
and war is what they got. 

We are dismantling the Al Qaida network 
leader by leader. We are finding these killers 
one by one, and they will be brought to jus-
tice. We also acted in decisive ways to uphold 
doctrine. One of the doctrines said, ‘‘If you 
harbor a terrorist, you’re just as guilty as the 
terrorist.’’ And so in Afghanistan, we recog-
nized that there was a cruel and oppressive 
regime that had turned a nation into training 
camps. And so we removed that regime, and 
the people of Afghanistan are free. 

In Iraq, a dictator was arming to threaten 
the peace, and he defied the demands of the 
world. He didn’t defy just the demands of 
the United States; he defied the demands of 
the United Nations Security Council, not 
once but many times. And so for peace and 
for the security of the free world, we re-
moved that regime, and the Iraqi people are 
now free. 

Our military is still facing danger from ele-
ments of the fallen regime and other extrem-
ists. These folks hate the thought of Iraq 
being free. And we’re finding those people, 
and we’re bringing them to justice. Two days 
ago in the city of Mosul, the careers of two 
of the regime’s chief henchmen came to an 
end. Saddam Hussein’s sons were respon-
sible for torture, for maiming innocent citi-
zens, and for the murder of countless Iraqis. 
And now, more than ever, the Iraqis can 
know that the former regime is gone and is 
not coming back. 

Our people in uniform, our brave soldiers, 
are doing essential work in the war on terror. 
What they’re doing in Iraq is an integral part 
on winning the war on terror. You see, a free 
and democratic and peaceful Iraq will not 
threaten America or our friends with illegal 
weapons. A free Iraq will not provide weap-
ons to terrorists or money to terrorists who 
threaten the American people. A free Iraq 
will not destabilize the Middle East. A free 
Iraq can set a hopeful example for the entire 
region. And so the pursuits of freedom—and 
as the pursuits of freedom replace hatred and 
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terror in the Middle East, America and our 
friends will be more secure. 

Our Nation is incredibly grateful for the 
men and women who defend us, for the men 
and women who serve the cause of peace 
and security, and we are incredibly proud of 
those who wear our Nation’s uniform. 

We have risen to challenges abroad, and 
we are rising to challenges at home as well. 
When I took office, when my administration 
came into office, the stock market had been 
falling for months and the economy was slid-
ing into recession. And so we acted, and we 
passed tax relief, which made the recession 
one of the most shallow in history. We found 
that we had some of our corporate execu-
tives—we found they weren’t telling the 
truth. [Laughter] They were being dishonest, 
not only to their shareholders but their em-
ployees, and we acted. We’ll punish those 
who violate the law, and we’re working to-
gether with Congress—and we worked to-
gether with Congress, and I signed the most 
historic corporate’s governors reforms in a 
long period of time. 

Last year, we saw that our economy was 
still not growing fast enough or creating jobs 
we need. So we acted. We passed meaning-
ful, real tax relief. We expanded the child 
credit from $600 to $1,000 per child. We 
made that change retroactive to January 1st 
of this year, which is why the checks are 
going out of this facility soon. In other words, 
we said, ‘‘If we’ve got a problem, let’s get 
the money to the people as quickly as pos-
sible.’’ In the Jobs and Growth Act—that was 
the tax relief act—all aimed at increasing the 
capacity for our fellow citizens to find work. 
We brought down the marriage penalty. You 
see, we believe we ought to encourage mar-
riage, not discourage marriage in the Tax 
Code. 

We reduced all tax rates so our fellow citi-
zens have got more take-home pay. That’s 
good for the economy when people have 
more take-home pay. You see, by cutting in-
dividual tax relief, we passed tax relief as well 
for millions of small businesses, because most 
small businesses are what they call a sole pro-
prietorship or Subchapter S, which means 
they pay taxes at the individual income tax 
rates. So in other words, the tax relief not 
only helped our families and our citizens, but 

it also helped the small business sector of 
our economy. 

And the benefits for this tax relief will be 
spread throughout all the economy. That’s 
what’s important for people to know; it’s 
widespread benefits. You see, because when 
people have more of their own money, more 
money in their pocket, they will demand a 
good or a service. And when somebody de-
mands a good or a service in our system, 
somebody will produce the good or a service. 
And when somebody produces that good or 
a service, it means it’s much more likely, as 
demand increases, that somebody will be 
able to find a job. 

And that’s what we’re interested in. We’re 
interested in creating jobs so our fellow citi-
zens can find work. More than a million 
Pennsylvania families will benefit from the 
increased child tax credit. And earlier I had 
a chance to talk with some of the families 
who have joined us today. See, I think it’s 
very important for our fellow citizens to un-
derstand, we’re not just talking theory. When 
people get checks, it changes—it helps them 
with their lives. 

The Lonabergers are with us. Barry says 
he wants to start saving more for his retire-
ment and for the college education of his two 
sons, Kyle and Brandon, who are with us 
today. Where’s Kyle? There they are, back 
there. He will get $800 soon, because of the 
increased child credit. His tax burden will 
drop by—be cut by 29 percent because of 
the tax relief. 

He—so what does Barry say? He said, 
‘‘Look, I’m interested in saving for my kids.’’ 
He also said, ‘‘This extra money will help on 
a summer vacation.’’ And he wants to ren-
ovate the kitchen in his home. So—and he 
told me he’s going on a vacation. See, that 
makes it more likely that somebody is going 
to find a job at the motel in the place where 
he’s going. [Laughter] And I’m sure he’s 
going to eat when he gets there. So he’ll take 
some of the money, and he’ll buy food. And 
that’s good for the person who owns the res-
taurant and for the people that serve the food 
or cook the food. 

And when he renovates his kitchen, he’s 
going to have to buy some equipment to help 
renovate it, which means somebody is going 
to have to manufacture the equipment that 
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he buys to help renovate his—or the paint, 
for that matter. In other words, it has an ef-
fect throughout our economy. Increasing the 
child credit helps Barry. But it also is going 
to help those who deliver the goods and serv-
ices that he now demands as a result of hav-
ing extra money in his pocket. 

Brian Peffley is here today. Brian and his 
wife, Heather, have three sons, Caleb, Josh-
ua, Noah. And they have got to make sac-
rifices. Every family makes sacrifices. And 
one of the things he wants to do is to obvi-
ously have more money for back-to-school 
expenses. People are beginning to think 
about what it means to send their child back 
to school. 

One of the sacrifices he was going to make 
in order to make sure he could—he and his 
family could purchase back-to-school ex-
penses was he was going to delay taking a 
course he needed to get his bachelor’s de-
gree. And so what this means is, when he 
gets his check for $1,200, it will mean that 
he now can do both. And that’s important. 
First of all, purchasing school supplies means 
the school supply manufacturer or school 
supply salesman has got a little extra busi-
ness. But also, one of the things that’s impor-
tant in our workforce is for people to contin-
ually upgrade their education, so that they 
can be more productive and find a better job 
that pays better pay. 

One of the things we want to encourage 
is additional education, and I appreciate the 
fact that Brian wants to go back to school. 
Here’s what he said. He said, ‘‘This tax relief 
has eased the burden on us, and it will con-
tinue to allow us to achieve our goals and 
dreams.’’ And that’s what we want. We want 
people to have dreams in America and make 
it easier for them to realize their dreams. 

Jeanette Luna is with us today. She, by 
the way, has the hardest job in America. She 
is a single mom. Adley is with us today. Eric 
is not here. But she earns a modest salary, 
and thanks to the tax relief, her refund will 
go from $600 to more than $1,100. And that 
will help pay for the school supplies. She’s 
made the decision to send her child to a 
Catholic school, and that will help with tui-
tion payments, which is important. It will 
help her buy clothes. 

One of the things that’s important is that 
tax relief helps people from all walks of life. 
And one of the things I’ve asked Congress 
to do, by the way, is to help low-income fami-
lies like Jeanette’s by making more of the 
child credit refundable. The benefits of the 
Jobs and Growth Act should be as broad as 
possible, should be widespread throughout 
our society. The House and the Senate have 
passed different versions of extending the 
child credit. They’ve got to resolve their dif-
ferences and get it to my desk as quickly as 
possible, so people can get additional help. 

Now, as John mentioned, the benefits of 
tax relief are positive. Economists—a lot of 
economists expect growth to pick up over the 
next 18 months. In other words, we’ve over-
come a lot, and we’ve laid the foundation 
for growth. And I’ll tell you why they believe 
that. First of all, home sales are rising, and 
that’s positive. We want, by the way, more 
people owning their own home. That’s one 
of—a grand objective for our economy. 
We’ve got a downpayment plan to help peo-
ple do that. We’re trying to simplify the con-
tracts so people don’t get discouraged by the 
fine print. But the best thing that’s hap-
pening is, is that low mortgage rates have 
encouraged people to buy a home. And when 
you couple that with rising after-tax incomes, 
that’s a positive foundation for home growth. 

The other thing is people have refinanced 
their homes. In other words, lower mort-
gages mean that you can refinance and put 
a little extra money in your pocket for savings 
or needed purchases. Inflation is low, and 
that’s positive. That’s part of the foundation 
for economic vitality. Retail sales are rising, 
and that’s good. Productivity amongst our 
workers is the highest it’s been in a long 
while, and that’s positive. We’re a more pro-
ductive society. 

Investors are showing more confidence. 
The stock market seems to be trending up-
wards. That’s a positive sign. Since we’re an 
ownership society, more and more people 
have got different retirement plans, and they 
count on the markets as part of their assets 
for retirement. 

We’ve reduced taxes on stock dividends, 
and now companies have announced plans 
to increase their dividend payout. And some 
companies are going to pay dividends for the 
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first time. And that’s positive for our econ-
omy because billions of dollars in cash will 
now go directly to shareholders and back into 
the economy. 

And so, we’re making progress. The other 
thing we’ve done is, as I mentioned, small 
businesses get relief from tax relief, which 
is vital. And what’s really important for—to 
invigorate small-business growth is, most new 
jobs are created by small businesses in Amer-
ica. And therefore, it makes sense to have 
a policy that enhances the entrepreneurial 
spirit of America. 

And so we did not only reduce taxes, but 
we also allowed for certain expensing of new 
equipment to encourage people to purchase 
new equipment. In other words, if there’s 
an incentive for some small business to pur-
chase a new piece of equipment and they 
do, somebody’s got to make the equipment. 
And when somebody makes the equipment, 
it is all part of making sure that there’s job 
stability and job growth throughout our econ-
omy. 

And so we’ve—there are hopeful signs, 
good progress. But there is more to do. And 
one of the things we’ve got to do is to make 
sure that—you know, we’ve got lawsuit re-
form. Listen, businesses are fighting a lot of 
frivolous litigation, and it’s costly to our econ-
omy. And the House has taken up the reform 
of class-action—the class-action system, and 
the Senate has not. In my judgment, in order 
to enhance economic vitality, the Senate 
must act on fair and balanced tort reform 
legislation, starting with class-action lawsuits. 

We need a comprehensive energy bill. 
We’ve got to have a policy, a comprehensive 
energy policy if we want our economy to 
grow. I’m concerned about the costs of nat-
ural gas. The demand is strong for natural 
gas, and supplies are not as plentiful for nat-
ural gas, which means there’s price pressure. 
The House has acted on this important piece 
of legislation; the Senate hasn’t. We need an 
energy bill that promotes conservation, that 
applies new and cleaner technologies, but 
one that improves national security by mak-
ing us less dependent on foreign sources of 
energy. 

We need to expand trade so our farmers 
and ranchers and manufacturers have got 
new markets. Listen, if you’re good at some-

thing, you want to be able to sell what you’re 
good at all around the world. And we’re really 
good at a lot of things, and we ought to be 
encouraging markets to open up for United 
States products. That’s important for job cre-
ation. 

The other thing is that as we create new 
job opportunities, we’ve got to help the peo-
ple be prepared to fill those job vacancies. 
And so I proposed what we call reemploy-
ment accounts. It gives Americans a chance, 
particularly those who are having the greatest 
difficulty finding work, to realize their dream 
of work. People get $3,000 to use in their 
job search. Now, that $3,000 should be used 
according to the needs of the people, not ac-
cording to what the Government thinks the 
needs are. So if a person needs child care, 
they ought to be able to use that money. If 
a person needs transportation, they ought to 
be able to use that money. If a person needs 
extra training, they ought to be able to use 
that money. If a person finds a job in another 
part of the State, they ought to be able to 
use that money to help them move. 

In other words, this is focus money, called 
reemployment accounts, to help people get 
ahead. If we want to expand this economy, 
we’ve got to recognize that some people need 
training and help to enter in that workforce. 

And the other thing I said, if a worker be-
lieves—a worker can find work within 13 
weeks, and there’s still money left over of 
the $3,000, they can put it in their pocket 
as a reemployment bonus. Congress needs 
to look at this idea, need to act. They’ve got 
to understand that as we expand the econ-
omy, some of our citizens need some focus 
and some help. 

And one of the things you hear talk about 
is the deficit, and we’ve got a deficit. We’ve 
got a deficit because revenues to the Treas-
ury have dropped as a result of recession. 
And we’ve got a deficit as well because I’m 
spending the money necessary to win the 
war. My attitude is when we put our troops 
in harm’s way, they deserve the best. When 
we’ve got people overseas defending us—
[applause]. I also firmly believe that as the 
economy—I know as the economy grows, 
there’s going to be more revenue coming into 
the Treasury. And the tax relief, as I’ve de-
scribed to you, will help the economy grow. 
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The best, surest way to make sure we deal 
with the deficit is to make sure we don’t over-
spend in Washington, is we have a reasonable 
increase in discretionary spending. And I 
proposed Congress stay within a 4-percent 
increase of discretionary spending. It’s about 
the same amount that the average American 
household budget will increase this year. It 
seems to make sense to me. If it’s good 
enough for American families, it ought to be 
good enough for the appetite of the Con-
gress. 

The good news is they voted for that num-
ber, and now we expect them to hold the 
line. And I believe with economic growth and 
spending discipline, we can cut the deficit 
in half over the next 5 years, and that’s 
progress. 

What I hope you come away with is that 
I believe in the future of this Nation, and 
I believe the economy is strengthening, is 
going to be strong, because I know the char-
acter of the American people. In 22 
months—think about this—in 22 months, 
our Nation has been tested by a national 
emergency, by corporate scandals, by a reces-
sion, and by war. And time after time, this 
country has responded effectively to each 
challenge we’ve faced. Time after time, we 
have shown firm resolve and unshakable faith 
in our country. 

And the basis of the Jobs and Growth Act, 
the kind of fundamental principle of the Jobs 
and Growth Act, is that I’ve got faith in the 
American people, in the strength and the en-
terprise and the creativity of the American 
people. And I believe with hard work and 
determination, this economy is going to be 
strong. We’re headed in the right direction. 
Better days are ahead for our citizens. 

Listen, thank you for letting me come. 
May God bless. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:14 a.m. at the 
Treasury Department’s Philadelphia Financial 
Management Service Facility. In his remarks, he 
referred to Mike Colarusso, Regional Director, 
Philadelphia Financial Management Service Cen-
ter; former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
and Uday and Qusay Hussein, sons of former 
President Hussein, who were killed July 22 by 
U.S. military forces in Mosul, Iraq.

Remarks in Livonia, Michigan 
July 24, 2003

Thank you for the warm welcome. Thanks 
for letting me come by to say hello. First, 
let me just say I appreciate the hard-working 
folks here at Beaver Aerospace for making 
sure that Air Force One functions properly. 
[Laughter] Otherwise, it might have been a 
long flight. [Laughter] I appreciate what you 
do for America’s defense. I appreciate your 
hard work. I appreciate your talent. I appre-
ciate you helping make this country strong. 

I want to thank Bill Phillips and his family 
for inviting me. You know, one of the great 
things about America is the entrepreneurial 
spirit of our country, and Mr. Phillips is an 
entrepreneur. And one of the things we’ve 
got to do in America is keep that entrepre-
neurial spirit alive and well. And Mr. Phillips 
knows what I know: You can be an entre-
preneur, but without good workers, good, 
dedicated, hard-working people willing to 
run the machines and show up on time and 
work hard, the entrepreneurial spirit is kind 
of empty. And so, first of all, I want to not 
only thank the Phillips folks, I want to thank 
the people who work here in this facility. 
Thanks for making America go. 

And I am interested in making sure every 
one of our fellow citizens who wants to work 
can find a job, and that’s what I want to talk 
about today. I want to talk about how to make 
sure this economy is strong and vibrant so 
our citizens can work and families can be 
hopeful for the future. 

First, I want to thank the Secretary of 
Commerce, Don Evans, my long-time friend. 
I appreciate his service. He’s part of my eco-
nomic team that is staying focused on eco-
nomic vitality and growth. I appreciate so 
very much Jack Kirksey. He’s the mayor 
here. Mr. Mayor, you’ve got a tougher job 
than I do. [Laughter] You’ve got to empty 
the garbage and fill the potholes. [Laughter] 

I appreciate the State attorney general, 
Mike Cox, for joining us today. He’s right 
here from Livonia. I want to thank members 
of the legislative body, Senator Laura Toy 
and John Pastor, who have joined us today. 
I want to thank the chief of police, who’s 
with us. I want to thank the president of the 
city council that’s with us. I want to thank 
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you all for coming. We’ve got quite a distin-
guished group. 

I want to share the name of one person 
you’ve probably never heard of. It’s a fellow 
I just met when I landed at the airport, and 
his name is Walter Piper. Walter is right 
there. Walter has been an active member of 
what they call SCORE, which is Service 
Corps of Retired Executives. That should tell 
you two things or three things about Walter: 
One, he is retired—[laughter]—two, he was 
an executive; and three, he is in service. And 
what he has done is he’s decided to provide 
counsel and advice to people who want to 
start their own small business. He is volun-
teering his time to try to make the commu-
nity in which he lives a better place. 

The reason I bring that up is there’s a lot 
made about how strong we are militarily. And 
we are strong militarily, and we will remain 
strong militarily. But the true strength of 
America is found in the hearts and souls of 
our fellow citizens. The true strength of our 
country is found in those hearts and souls 
that have heard the universal call to love a 
neighbor just like you’d like to be loved your-
self. No, the strength of our country is the 
compassion of our fellow citizens, people like 
Walter who are willing to dedicate their time 
and talents to make somebody else’s life bet-
ter. 

My call to you is when you see a neighbor 
in need, when you see somebody who’s hurt, 
don’t turn your back but love them just like 
you’d like to be loved yourself. 

This country of ours has faced many chal-
lenges over the last couple of years, and I 
believe those challenges have brought out 
the best in America. Terrorists declared war 
on us. On September the 11th, a date we 
will not forget, people who hated our coun-
try, hate it for what we stand for, hated the 
fact that we love freedom, declared war on 
the United States of America, and war is what 
they got. We are hunting down the killers 
one at a time. We are slowly but surely dis-
mantling the Al Qaida network, and we will 
continue to find them and to bring them to 
justice. We owe that to this generation of 
Americans and future generations to come. 

In Afghanistan, a cruel regime, a brutal 
regime, had turned that country into a train-
ing camp for terrorists. I declared as clearly 

as I could, ‘‘If you harbor a terrorist, you’re 
just as guilty as the terrorists.’’ So we re-
moved the Taliban from power and freed 
people from the clutches of a barbaric re-
gime. 

In Iraq, a brutal dictator was arming to 
threaten the peace. This brutal dictator de-
fied the demands of the free world. For 
years, he thumbed his nose at the United 
Nations Security Council, time and time 
again. We gave him plenty of time to disclose 
and disarm. He chose defiance, and the re-
gime of Saddam Hussein is no more. 

Our brave troops still face danger in Iraq 
because there are people there who hate the 
thought of a free society. They can’t stand 
freedom, and they’re dangerous. But we’re 
finding these terrorists as well, and we’re 
bringing them to justice. As you know, earlier 
this week, two of the favorite henchmen of 
Saddam Hussein were brought to justice. 
They were discovered, and their violent ca-
reers ended in justice. These two sons of Sad-
dam Hussein were responsible for hundreds 
and hundreds of people being tortured and 
maimed and murdered. And now the Iraqi 
people have seen clearly the intent of the 
United States to make sure that they are free 
and to make sure that the Saddam regime 
never returns again to Iraq. 

Our brave men and women serving to 
free—make sure Iraq is free are serving as 
well in the war on terror. A free and demo-
cratic and peaceful Iraq will not threaten 
America and our friends with illegal weap-
ons. A free Iraq will not provide harbor and 
money to terrorist organizations which would 
like to hurt America. A free Iraq will not de-
stabilize the Middle East. A free Iraq can 
set a hopeful example for the entire region. 
And as the pursuits of freedom replace ha-
tred and resentment and terror in the Middle 
East, the American people will be more se-
cure, and the world will be more peaceful. 
We owe a significant debt of gratitude to the 
men and women who wear the uniform of 
the United States of America. 

Our Nation has responded to challenges 
here at home as well. Think about what we’ve 
been through. As I was showing up into of-
fice, the stock market had been falling for 
nearly a year, and the country was headed 
into recession. And then after the recession 
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came the attacks of September the 11th, a 
significant attack on our homeland. It caused 
the economy to sputter. It significantly af-
fected our capacity to generate jobs. 

And then we found out that some of our 
fellow citizens forgot what it means to as-
sume responsibility. They didn’t tell the 
truth. Corporate CEOs around this country 
didn’t tell the truth to their shareholders and 
their employees, and that shook the con-
fidence of America. And then, of course, the 
drumbeat of war shook the—began to affect 
the ability for this economy to grow strong. 

We’ve overcome a lot because we acted. 
First and foremost, in 2001, I worked with 
Congress to pass tax relief, and history will 
show that the recession we’re in is one of 
the shallowest recessions our country has 
had. We passed tough laws that say to a cor-
porate criminal, if you lie, cheat, or steal, you 
will be held to account. 

Last year, when it looked like the economy 
was still sputtering and wasn’t strong enough, 
when we realized too many Americans were 
still struggling to find work and too many 
families were having trouble meeting their 
monthly bills or saving for their child’s edu-
cation, we acted again, and I convinced the 
Congress to pass the Jobs and Growth Act. 

And that’s a significant development in 
terms of economic vitality, because the more 
money people have in their pockets, the 
more they will demand a good or a service. 
And when somebody demands a good or a 
service, in this economy of ours, somebody 
will produce a good or a service. And when 
somebody produces that good or a service, 
it means somebody is more likely to find 
work. 

The jobs-and-growth plan came at the 
exact right time in our history. Part of that 
jobs-and-growth plan is to increase the child 
credit from $600 to $1,000 per child. But 
I thought it was necessary to act quickly, so 
I asked Congress to make it retroactive to 
January 1st of this year, and they agreed. 

Today I went to Philadelphia. I saw first-
hand the checks that are being printed, that 
are fixing to be sent to the people who have 
got children who qualify for the child credit. 
That is, $13 billion is going out the door to 
be in the pockets of our fellow citizens; $13 
billion for more money for people to save 

or to spend but to do with it which you want 
to do with it. After all, we’re talking about 
your money, not the Government’s money. 

Part of the Jobs and Growth Act continue 
to bring down the marriage penalty. Seems 
like to me that the Tax Code ought to encour-
age marriage, not discourage marriage. I 
don’t know why you want to penalize mar-
riage. But part of the Jobs and Growth Act 
also reduced the overall tax rates people pay. 
It cut the individual tax rates across the 
board. You’re going to have more money in 
your pocket. That’s what we want. That’s part 
of the economic jobs-and-growth plan. 

The interesting thing about reducing taxes 
as well, it helped a lot of small businesses. 
And the cornerstone of any good jobs plan 
is to encourage small-business growth. A lot 
of small businesses pay tax at the individual 
tax rate. They’re Subchapter S’s, or they’re 
what they call sole proprietorships. And so 
when you hear us talking about rate reduc-
tion, I also want you to think about your 
neighbor who is a small-business owner. And 
their taxes are going down, and that will have 
a positive effect on economic vitality and 
growth. 

We also changed the policy on taxes on 
dividends and capital gains. And let me talk 
about what that means. It means many com-
panies have now decided to pay a dividend 
to the people who own the company, the 
thousands of shareholders all across our 
country. Many others have increased their 
dividend. And as a result, there are billions 
of dollars of cash now going into the econ-
omy, to the people, to the shareholders, large 
and small, and that will encourage savings 
and investment and spending. 

Now, let me talk about the jobs act in 
terms of small business. Not only will it affect 
small businesses by reducing the income 
taxes on small businesses, we allowed small 
businesses to deduct more money up front 
when they buy new equipment. And that’s 
important. We want people to buy more 
equipment. You know why? Because some-
body has got to make the equipment. When 
there’s an incentive for small businesses 
across the country to buy a new piece of ma-
chinery to make their business more produc-
tive, it means somebody has got to make that 
machine. And when somebody makes that 
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machine, it means somebody is going to be 
working, making the machine. 

Here at Beaver, you’re going to save about 
$70,000 on taxes, and that means more 
money that goes into research to develop 
new products. And that’s important. If I were 
a worker here, I’d want to be on the cutting 
edge of new products. I’d want the people 
who run this company being—thinking about 
how best can I use my talent and my skills 
to build a new product to stay competitive. 
As Bill Phillips said, ‘‘It gives us the money 
to do some research.’’

But he also said, ‘‘It gives us some money 
to build new products.’’ He’s already hired 
14 workers this year. He says to me, the tax 
relief will enable him to hire 10 more work-
ers. That’s 10 more people working. There 
are small businesses—see, we’re not talking 
about just this company here. There are com-
panies all across the country like this com-
pany. And if you have 10 hired here and 10 
hired there and 10 hired over there, and all 
of a sudden those 10 start adding up and 
our fellow citizens are getting back to work. 
And that’s what we’re here to talk about, how 
to get Americans back to work. 

Mike Gendich is here with us. I had a 
chance to visit with Mike. He owns a com-
pany called Metalmite. He makes parts for 
Beaver Aerospace. He had a backlog of or-
ders of only 21⁄2 weeks over the past 3 years. 
His orders are picking up. That’s a good sign. 
See, when the small-business guy’s orders 
begin to pick up, he begins to get a little 
confidence, a little bounce in his step. And 
the backlog is now 21⁄2 months. He’s added 
three workers in the last 2 months. And now, 
with $22,000 of tax relief, he’s decided he 
can afford a vertical milling machine to keep 
those three workers busy, to make sure 
they’re more productive. 

But somebody has got to build that vertical 
milling machine. And so there’s some person 
out there whose job is more secure, or per-
haps a new job, thanks to the fact that Mike 
is taking advantage of the tax relief. And 
that’s what’s important for our fellow citizens 
to know. There’s a ripple effect throughout 
our economy. And as people make decisions, 
whether you’re a consumer or whether 
you’re a small-business owner trying to buy 
a machine, it affects economic vitality and 

growth. It affects more than just one life. And 
that’s the whole purpose of the tax plan, was 
to have a ripple effect throughout the econ-
omy that’s positive and far-reaching. 

Nevin Groce is with us. He’s from Grand 
Rapids. He owns L&G Industrial Products. 
He said times are a little slow. But all of a 
sudden, he’s beginning to see action being 
taken, and he sees a better future for his 
company. He’s going to save $20,000 under 
the 2003 tax relief act. 

He says that what he’s thinking about 
doing is buying a large industrial saw. In 
other words, here’s a guy whose business isn’t 
quite the way he wants it to be, but he’s get-
ting optimistic because he’s got a little more 
money in his pocket—more than a little 
money, $20,000, which is a lot of money for 
a small business. And so he’s thinking posi-
tively. He’s thinking about making new in-
vestments. 

Dennis Orlewicz is here. He’s a small-busi-
ness owner, Magnum Manufacturing. He’s 
an S corp. That means he pays taxes at the 
individual income tax rate. We’ve reduced 
the taxes on his business by $3,500. It will 
save him $8,000—individually and then 
$8,000 in his business, excuse me. He’s think-
ing about buying a $250,000 machine. His 
quote is, ‘‘Tax relief makes investment more 
enticing.’’

Here’s what I’m telling you. We’ve got to 
focus on small businesses, first and foremost. 
Most new jobs in America are created by en-
trepreneurs and small-business people. The 
plan I’m describing to you creates incentive 
for people to make investments to make their 
small business more competitive, to make 
their workers more productive. And when 
they make investment, it helps somebody 
else who has to make the machine in the 
first place. The jobs-and-growth bill is impor-
tant for economic vitality in America. 

I want to make sure the jobs-and-growth 
bill extend to all our citizens. The child credit 
must be given to low-income Americans as 
well. They passed a bill in the Senate. They 
passed a bill in the House. They need to get 
the differences resolved and to my desk. I 
want the benefits of tax relief all across the 
spectrum of our society. Economists were 
saying this economy is picking up. They’re 
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feeling positive about America and its eco-
nomic future. They know what I know: We’ve 
been through a lot, and we’re strong. 

Interest rates are down. That makes it easi-
er for a person to buy their house. If you 
got your house and interest rates are down, 
it means it makes it profitable to refinance 
your house, put a little extra money in your 
pocket. Inflation is low, which is positive. 
Productivity is up. No, signs after sign after 
sign says we’re poised for growth so people 
can find work. 

But there is more to do. I want to share 
some other thoughts with you. First, we need 
an energy policy in America. We need a pol-
icy that recognizes we can do a better job 
of conservation, that we can do a better job 
of developing technologies that will enable 
us to develop energy sources in a cleaner 
way. But I’m worried about natural gas. See, 
the demand for natural gas is going up but 
the supply isn’t, which means it’s going to 
start affecting people’s pocketbooks. We’ve 
got to do something about that. We need an 
energy plan. We need to be less dependent 
on foreign sources of energy. The House 
passed a bill; the Senate—is stuck in the Sen-
ate. They need to get moving and get a bill 
to my desk. 

We need to make sure that we have—di-
minish the number of frivolous lawsuits in 
our society—pushing hard for class-action re-
form. The House passed a bill. The Senate 
has got to act. It’s junk lawsuits that are af-
fecting the cost of your health care. Listen, 
if you got hurt by a bad doc, you’ve got to 
have your day in court. But what we don’t 
need is lawyers fishing for a rich settlement 
all across the country, which means you’re 
either driving up the cost of health care or 
you’re driving the docs out of business. One 
of the things we ought to make sure in Amer-
ica is health care is affordable and accessible. 

When you’re good at something, you ought 
to make the environment such that you can 
move product. If you’re good at manufac-
turing, you want to sell it all around the 
world. If you’re good at growing crops, we 
want to be able to sell our crops around the 
world. If you’re good at growing cows, we 
ought to be selling our cows around the 
world. One way to make sure that we can 
increase jobs is to get some of these countries 

to open up their markets to United States’ 
products. We’re competitive. We’ve got the 
best workers in the world. 

Well, these are some of the things we can 
do to make sure this economy grows. I’m in-
terested in helping people find work. I want 
it so that everybody in America who wants 
to work and can’t find a job today can work. 
I also know that we’ve got to help people 
who are trying to find work. Sometimes tech-
nology races ahead of the workforce. Some-
times people can’t find work, even though 
they want to. 

So what I proposed to the Congress is they 
create what they call unemployment ac-
counts for people that are seeking jobs that 
are hard to find a job. This basically says that 
you get $3,000 to help yourself find a—to 
help find a job. If you need—and you can 
use the money the way you see fit. For exam-
ple, if you need child care, it will help you 
pay for the child care or if you need extra 
job training or if you need to move to a com-
munity in which there’s a job. And part of 
the incentive in there is that if you can find 
a job within 13 months, you get to keep the 
balance of the money from what you’ve spent 
to help yourself find a job and the $3,000 
as a reemployment bonus. We’ve got to help 
our workers be ready to work and find work. 

Now, I know you’ve heard talk about the 
deficit in Washington, DC. Yes, we’ve got a 
deficit. We’ve got a deficit for a couple of 
reasons. The main reason is, is that when 
you’re in a recession, less money is coming 
into the Treasury. When the economy slows 
down, there’s less tax revenue coming into 
the U.S. Treasury, and we’ve been going 
through slow economic times. 

Another reason we’ve got a deficit, be-
cause I asked Congress to spend enough 
money to make sure our troops had the best 
equipment necessary to fight and win war. 
Anytime this Nation puts one of our young-
sters into harm’s way, we’d better—and we 
will—make sure they get the best training, 
the best equipment, the best possible sup-
port. 

And so we got a deficit. But I’ve got a plan 
to cut the deficit in half over the next 5 years. 
It starts with making sure this economy 
grows. First thing you want to do in trimming 
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the deficit is to make sure you get more reve-
nues into the Treasury. The best way to get 
more revenues in the Treasury is not raise 
taxes, slowing down the economy; it’s cut 
taxes to create more economic growth. That’s 
how you get more money into the U.S. Treas-
ury. 

And the other way is you make sure Wash-
ington doesn’t overspend, that there be fiscal 
discipline. I got the Congress to support a 
4-percent increase in discretionary spending. 
That’s about the size of the average house-
hold budget will increase this year. If it’s 
good enough for the households in America, 
it ought to be good enough for the House 
of Representatives. They agreed to the budg-
et of a 4-percent increase in discretionary 
spending, and now we intend to make 
them—hold them to their word. There’s 
going to be budget discipline in Washington. 
That’s how you deal with the deficit. 

The main—my main focus is making sure 
our citizens can find a job, and I believe it’s 
going to happen. See, I believe in the future 
of the country in all aspects because I know 
the character of our people. This country has 
been through emergencies and scandals and 
war and recession, and we have responded. 
We’re a strong country because we’re full of 
strong people. We’ve got people of character. 
We’ve got determined people. We’ve got 
people who understand values. We’ve got 
people who understand service to something 
greater than yourself. This is a fabulous land, 
and I am so honored to be the President of 
the greatest country on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you for coming. Thank you for giv-
ing me a chance. May God bless. Thank you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:29 p.m. at Beaver 
Aerospace and Defense, Inc. In his remarks, he 
referred to William T. Phillips, chairman, Phillips 
Service Industries, Inc.; State Attorney General 
Mike Cox, State Senator Laura M. Toy, and State 
Representative John Pastor of Michigan; Mayor 
Jack E. Kirksey, Chief of Police Peter Kunst, and 
City Council President Jack Engebretson of 
Livonia; and Uday and Qusay Hussein, sons of 
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq, who 
were killed July 22 by U.S. military forces in 
Mosul, Iraq.

Statement on the Report of the Joint 
Inquiry Into the Terrorist Attacks of 
September 11, 2001
July 24, 2003

I welcome today’s release of the final re-
port of the Congressional Joint Inquiry into 
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 

Since September 11, 2001, my administra-
tion has transformed our Government to pur-
sue terrorists and prevent terrorist attacks. 
We established the Department of Home-
land Security and carried out the most funda-
mental reorganization of the U.S. Govern-
ment in half a century. We significantly ex-
panded our foreign intelligence partnerships 
with countries across the globe and estab-
lished the Terrorist Threat Integration Cen-
ter so that all threat information can be inte-
grated and analyzed in a single location. Our 
law enforcement and intelligence agencies 
are working together more closely than ever 
and are using new tools to intercept, disrupt, 
and prevent terrorist attacks. 

The best way to prevent future attacks is 
to hunt down the terrorists before they strike 
again. America and our allies have continued 
the relentless pursuit of the global terror net-
work. Many of those directly involved in or-
ganizing the September 11 attacks are con-
firmed dead or now in custody. We will not 
relent until Al Qaida is completely disman-
tled. 

I appreciate the hard work and careful 
thought that went into today’s report. My ad-
ministration looks forward to working with 
the Congress and continuing to protect the 
American people.

Proclamation 7692—National 
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, 
2003
July 24, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
When North Korean troops invaded South 

Korea on June 25, 1950, the United States 
took immediate action to defend the freedom 
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of a people unjustly attacked. Leading a coa-
lition of 20 other countries, American and 
South Korean troops fought to advance lib-
erty and opportunity and to overcome cruelty 
and repression. More than 1.7 million Ameri-
cans faced forbidding terrain and harsh com-
bat in battles such as Pork Chop Hill, Heart-
break Ridge, the Pusan Perimeter, and the 
Chosin Reservoir. Throughout the conflict, 
the members of our Armed Forces dem-
onstrated extraordinary honor, skill, and 
courage. 

The Military Armistice Agreement of July 
27, 1953, ended 3 years of bitter warfare on 
the Korean Peninsula and stopped the spread 
of Communism in Korea, signaling to the 
world America’s resolve to stand against tyr-
anny and totalitarian regimes. Fifty years 
later, our Nation remains grateful for the 
bravery and sacrifice of our Korean War vet-
erans. They defended human freedom, liber-
ated the oppressed, and selflessly protected 
the democratic ideals that made our Nation 
strong. Their efforts reflect the honorable 
and decent spirit of America. More than 
34,000 of America’s service men and women 
gave their lives in battle in the Korean War. 
As we continue our fight to extend freedom 
today, we remember and honor their sac-
rifices and those of their families. 

Thanks in large measure to the veterans 
of the Korean War, South Korea today stands 
as a shining example of the economic and 
social benefits of democracy. As we observe 
the 50th anniversary of the Armistice, Amer-
ica looks forward to the day when the stability 
of the Korean Peninsula is built on peaceful 
reconciliation of North and South. We 
pledge to work with the Republic of Korea 
to further our shared values of democracy, 
human rights, and free enterprise. And we 
will continue to build upon the comprehen-
sive and dynamic relationship between our 
two nations to promote peace and prosperity 
on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast 
Asia. 

The Congress, by Public Law 104–19 as 
amended (36 U.S.C. 127), has designated 
July 27, 2003, as ‘‘National Korean War Vet-
erans Armistice Day’’ and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim July 27, 2003, as National 
Korean War Veterans Armistice Day. I call 
upon all Americans to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities that 
honor and give thanks to our distinguished 
Korean War veterans. I also ask Federal de-
partments and agencies and interested 
groups, organizations, and individuals to fly 
the flag of the United States at half-staff on 
July 27, 2003, in memory of the Americans 
who died as a result of their service in the 
Korean War. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fourth day of July, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:38 a.m., July 25, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on July 28.

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt 
the Middle East Peace Process 
July 24, 2003

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report, prepared by my Administration, 
on the national emergency with respect to 
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12947 of January 23, 1995. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 24, 2003.
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Remarks at a Bush-Cheney 
Reception in Dearborn, Michigan 
July 24, 2003

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Audience members. Four more years! 

Four more years! Four more years! 
The President. Thank you. I accept. 

Thank you for the warm welcome. I want 
to thank Betsy DeVos for her leadership and 
for her friendship and for her kind words. 
I appreciate all she’s done for the children 
of this great State of Michigan. She’s a fine 
soul, fine person. 

I want to thank you all for coming tonight. 
You see, you’re laying the groundwork for 
what will be a great victory in November of 
2004. I appreciate so very much your coming 
tonight. I want you to know that I’m going 
to count on you during the course of the elec-
tion. I’m going to count on you to energize 
the grassroots, to talk to your neighbors, to 
put signs in the yard, to mail the letters, and 
to remind people that our message is one 
that is hopeful and optimistic for every cit-
izen who lives in this country. 

I’m getting ready—[laughter]—and I’m 
loosening up. [Laughter] But the political 
season will come in its own time. Right now 
I’m focused on the people’s business in 
Washington, DC. We have a lot on the agen-
da, and I will continue to work hard to earn 
the confidence of all America by keeping this 
Nation secure and strong and prosperous and 
free. 

My only regret tonight is that Laura is not 
with me. I know, you drew the short straw. 
[Laughter] She is a fabulous First Lady, a 
great wife, and I love her dearly. 

I want to thank all those who helped. I 
want to thank Michael Kojaian and the entire 
team who has put together this fantastic 
fundraiser. I appreciate so very much my 
very close friend Mercer Reynolds, who is 
the national finance chairman for this cam-
paign. I want to thank Terri Lynn Land, who 
is the secretary of state, and Michael Cox, 
the State attorney general, for being here to-
night. 

I particularly want to thank Eric Childress, 
the student from the Cornerstone School. I 
visited the Cornerstone in May of 2000. I 
saw the good works of the teachers there and 

the administrators, all the hard work that 
goes to prepare the students for success in 
high school and beyond. I appreciate so very 
much the high standards set in that school. 
And I want to thank Eric for coming. But 
most of all, I want to thank you all for your 
friendship and your support. It means an 
awful lot. 

You know, in the last 21⁄2 years, our Nation 
has acted decisively to confront great chal-
lenges. I came to this office to solve prob-
lems, not to pass them on to future Presi-
dents and future generations. I came to seize 
opportunities instead of letting them slip 
away, and we are meeting the tests of our 
time. Terrorists declared war on the United 
States of America, and war is what they got. 
We have captured or killed many key leaders 
of Al Qaida, and the rest of them know we’re 
on their trail. In Afghanistan and in Iraq, we 
gave ultimatums to terror regimes. Those re-
gimes chose defiance, and those regimes are 
no more. Fifty million people—50 million 
people in those two countries once lived 
under tyranny, and now they live in freedom. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was 
not receiving the resources it needed, and 
morale was beginning to suffer. We increased 
the defense budget to prepare for the threats 
of a new era. And today, no one in the world 
can question the skill and the strength and 
the spirit of the United States military. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an 
economy in recession. Then the attacks on 
our country came. We had scandals in cor-
porate America and war—all affected the 
people’s confidence. But we acted. We 
passed up new laws to hold corporate crimi-
nals to account. And to get the economy 
going again, we have twice led the Congress 
in—to pass historic tax relief on behalf of the 
American people. 

We know this, that when people have 
more money in their pockets, when they have 
more take-home pay to spend, to save, or 
to invest, the whole economy grows and peo-
ple are more likely to find a job. I understand 
whose money we spend in Washington, DC. 
It is not the Government’s money. It is the 
people’s money. We’re returning more 
money to people to help them raise their 
families. We’re reducing taxes on dividends 
and capital gains to encourage investment. 
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We’re giving small businesses incentives to 
expand and to hire new people. 

With all these actions, we’re laying the 
foundations for greater prosperity and more 
jobs across America, so that every single per-
son in this country has a chance to realize 
the great American Dream. 

Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot 
of talk about education reform, but there 
wasn’t much action. So I called for, and Con-
gress passed, the No Child Left Behind Act. 
With a solid bipartisan majority, we delivered 
the most dramatic education reform in a gen-
eration. We bring high standards and strong 
accountability measures to every public 
school in America. We believe that every 
child can learn the basics of reading and 
math, and we expect every school to teach 
the basics of reading and math. We are chal-
lenging the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
The days of excuse-making are over. We ex-
pect results in every single classroom across 
America, so that not one single child is left 
behind. 

We reorganized the Government and cre-
ated the Department of Homeland Security 
to safeguard our borders and ports and to 
protect the American people. We passed 
trade promotion authority to open up new 
markets for America’s entrepreneurs and 
manufacturers and farmers and ranchers. We 
passed a budget agreement that is helping 
to maintain much needed spending discipline 
in Washington, DC. On issue after issue, this 
administration has acted on principle, has 
kept its word, and has made progress for the 
American people. 

The United States Congress has shared in 
these great achievements. I appreciate the 
leadership of Speaker Hastert and Leader 
Frist. I will continue to work with Members 
of the Congress to change the tone in Wash-
ington, DC, by focusing on the people’s busi-
ness and by focusing on results. That’s the 
kind of person I’ve attracted to my adminis-
tration. I have put together a fantastic team 
of great Americans to serve the American 
people. 

We have had no finer Vice President than 
Dick Cheney. Mother may have a different 
opinion. [Laughter] In 21⁄2 years, we have 
come far, but our work is only beginning. 
I have set great goals worthy of this great 

Nation. First, America is committed to ex-
panding the realm of freedom and peace, not 
only for our own security but for the benefit 
of the world. And second, in our own coun-
try, we must work for a society of prosperity 
and compassion, so that every citizen has a 
chance to work and succeed and to realize 
the promise of our country. 

It is clear that the future of freedom and 
peace depends on the actions of America. 
The Nation is freedom’s home and freedom’s 
defender. We welcome this charge of history, 
and we are keeping it. 

Our war on terror continues. The enemies 
of freedom are not idle, and neither are we. 
This country will not rest. We will not tire. 
We will not stop until this danger to civiliza-
tion is removed. 

Yet our national interest involves more 
than eliminating aggressive threats to our se-
curity. Our greatest security comes from the 
advance of human liberty, because free na-
tions do not support terror. Free nations do 
not attack their neighbors. Free nations do 
not threaten the world with weapons of mass 
terror. Americans believe that freedom is the 
deepest need and hope of every human 
heart. And we believe that freedom is the 
right of every person and the future of every 
nation. 

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous respon-
sibilities. We have duties in the world. And 
when we see disease and starvation and 
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away. On 
the continent of Africa, America is now com-
mitted to bringing the healing power of med-
icine to millions of men and women and chil-
dren now suffering with AIDS. This great 
land is leading the world in the incredibly 
important work of human rescue. 

We face challenges at home, and our ac-
tions prove that we are equal to those chal-
lenges. I will continue to work on our econ-
omy until everybody who wants to work and 
who cannot find a job today will be able to 
find a job. 

We have a duty to keep our commitment 
to America’s seniors by strengthening and 
modernizing Medicare. Recently, the Con-
gress took historic action to improve the lives 
of older Americans. For the first time since 
the creation of Medicare, the House and the 
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Senate have passed reforms to increase the 
choices for our seniors and to provide cov-
erage for prescription drugs. It is now time 
for both Houses to come together and to get 
a good bill to my desk as soon as possible. 

For the sake of our health care system, 
we need to cut down on frivolous lawsuits 
which increase the cost of medicine. People 
who have been harmed by a bad doc deserve 
their day in court. Yet the system should not 
reward lawyers who are fishing for rich settle-
ments. Because frivolous lawsuits drive up 
the cost of health care, they affect the Fed-
eral budget. Medical liability reform is a na-
tional issue that requires a national response. 
No one has ever been healed by a frivolous 
lawsuit. 

I have a responsibility as President to make 
sure the judicial system runs well. And I have 
met that duty. I have nominated superb men 
and women for the Federal courts, people 
who interpret the law, not legislate from the 
bench. Yet some Members of the United 
States Senate are trying to keep my nominees 
off the bench by blocking up-or-down votes. 

Here in Michigan, for example, I have 
nominated four outstanding individuals to 
serve on the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Yet all four have been waiting more than a 
year for a vote. These kinds of delays create 
judicial vacancies that harm our legal system. 
Every judicial nominee deserves a fair hear-
ing and an up-or-down vote on the Senate 
floor. It is time for some of the Members 
of the United States Senate to stop playing 
politics with American justice. 

The Congress needs to pass a comprehen-
sive energy plan. Our Nation must promote 
energy efficiency and conservation and de-
velop cleaner technologies to help us explore 
for more energy in an environmentally 
friendly way. Yet, for the sake of our eco-
nomic security and for the sake of our na-
tional security, we must be less dependent 
on foreign sources of energy. 

Our strong and prosperous Nation must 
also be a compassionate nation. I will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of compas-
sionate conservatism, applying the best and 
most innovative ideas to the task of helping 
our fellow citizens in need. There’s still mil-
lions of men and women who want to end 
their dependence on Government and be-

come independent through hard work. We 
must build on the success of welfare reform 
to bring work and dignity into the lives of 
more of our fellow citizens. 

Congress should complete the ‘‘Citizen 
Service Act’’ so more Americans can serve 
their communities and their country. And 
both Houses should reach agreement on my 
Faith-Based Initiative to support the armies 
of compassion that are mentoring our chil-
dren, that are caring for the homeless, and 
that are offering hope to the addicted. 

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for all, including the independence 
and dignity that come from ownership. This 
administration will constantly strive to pro-
mote an ownership society in America. We 
want more citizens owning their own home. 
We want our citizens owning and controlling 
their health care plans. We want our citizens 
owning and controlling their retirement 
plans. We want more people to own their 
own small business, because I understand 
that when people own something, they own 
a stake in the future of this great country. 

In a compassionate society, people respect 
one another and take responsibility for the 
decisions they make. We’re changing the cul-
ture of America from one that has said, ‘‘If 
it feels good, do it,’’ and ‘‘if you’ve got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else’’—[laughter]—to 
a culture in which each of us understands 
that we are responsible for the decisions we 
make in life. 

If you are fortunate enough to be a mother 
or a father, you’re responsible for loving your 
child. If you are concerned about the quality 
of the education in the community in which 
you live, you’re responsible for doing some-
thing about it. If you’re a CEO in America, 
you have the responsibility to tell the truth 
to your shareholders and your employees. 
And in the new responsibility society, each 
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor 
just like we’d like to be loved ourself. 

We can see the culture of service and re-
sponsibility growing around us. I started the 
USA Freedom Corps to encourage Ameri-
cans to extend a compassionate hand to a 
neighbor in need, and the response has been 
great. 

I also know that our faith-based programs 
and our charities are strong and vibrant all 
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across America. We have neighborhood heal-
ers who are performing miracles on a daily 
basis by helping people change their hearts 
and their lives. Policemen and firefighters 
and people who wear our Nation’s uniform 
are reminding us what it means to sacrifice 
for something greater than yourself. Once 
again, the children of America believe in he-
roes because they see them every day. 

In these challenging times, the world has 
seen the resolve and the courage of America. 
And I have been privileged to see the com-
passion and the character of the American 
people. All the tests of the last 21⁄2 years have 
come to the right nation. We’re a strong 
country, and we use that strength to defend 
the peace. We’re an optimistic country, con-
fident in ourselves and in ideals bigger than 
ourselves. 

Abroad, we seek to lift up whole nations 
by spreading freedom. At home, we seek to 
lift up lives by spreading opportunity to every 
corner of America. This is the work that his-
tory has set before us. We welcome it. And 
we know that for our country and for our 
cause the best days lie ahead. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:01 p.m. in the 
Presidential Ballroom at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel. 
In his remarks, he referred to Betsy DeVos, chair-
man, Michigan Republican Party, who introduced 
the President; and Michael Kojaian, Michigan 
State finance chairman, and Mercer Reynolds, na-
tional finance chairman, Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc.

Remarks at the Korean War 
Memorial 
July 25, 2003

I’m here to honor those who served in 
Korea. There is a very profound statement 
here at this moving memorial. It says, ‘‘Free-
dom is not free.’’ And today we honor 
those—this weekend we honor those who 
served in the cause of freedom in the Korean 
war. 

This memorial is—and those who served 
in Korea also remind us of the challenges 
we face today, and it gives us a chance to 
reflect on the sacrifices that are being made 
on behalf of freedom today. And our Nation 

will be eternally grateful for the men and 
women who serve today, as we are for those 
who have served in the past. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:10 a.m. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Mahmoud 
Abbas of the Palestinian Authority 

July 25, 2003

President Bush. Good day. I’m honored 
to welcome Prime Minister Abbas to the 
White House. It is such an honor to have 
you here, sir. 

Prime Minister Abbas. Thank you. 
President Bush. To break through old 

hatreds and barriers to peace, the Middle 
East needs leaders of vision and courage and 
a determination to serve the interest of their 
people. Mr. Abbas is the first Palestinian 
Prime Minister, and he is proving to be such 
a leader. 

We had a good meeting today about the 
way forward on the roadmap to Middle East-
ern peace. Prime Minister Abbas and I share 
a common goal, peace in the Holy Land be-
tween two free and secure states, Palestine 
and Israel. 

Reaching this goal will require all sides to 
meet their responsibilities. We made a good 
progress last month at the Red Sea Summit 
in Aqaba. The Government of Israel recog-
nized that Israel’s own interests would be 
served when the Palestinians govern them-
selves in their own state, a peaceful, demo-
cratic state where the forces of terror have 
been replaced by the rule of law. 

Prime Minister Abbas committed to a 
complete end to violence and terrorism, and 
he recognized that terror against Israelis, 
wherever they might be, is a dangerous ob-
stacle to the achievement of a Palestinian 
state. 

I committed to both sides that the United 
States will strive to see that promises are kept 
and monitor the parties’ progress on this dif-
ficult journey. 
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To meet the goal we have set, we must 
improve the daily lives of ordinary Palestin-
ians. For just this purpose, I recently ap-
proved a grant of $20 million directly to the 
Palestinian Authority. Today I’m also pleased 
to announce that the United States and Pal-
estinian Authority will establish a joint Pal-
estine Economic Development Group. This 
group of American and Palestinian officials 
will meet regularly and be charged with find-
ing practical ways to bring jobs and growth 
and investment to the Palestinian economy. 

In addition, I’m sending Treasury Sec-
retary John Snow and Commerce Secretary 
Don Evans to the region early this fall. I’ll 
ask them to report back to me on the steps 
we need to take to build a solid economic 
foundation for a free and sovereign Pales-
tinian state. 

In our talks this morning, Prime Minister 
Abbas and I covered a range of issues. We 
discussed the impact on the Palestinian peo-
ple of the limits on their freedom of move-
ment and the need to reduce the network 
of checkpoints and barriers. Prime Minister 
Abbas shared his concerns about Israeli set-
tlements, confiscation of land, and the build-
ing of a security fence. He also expressed 
his strong desire to see the release of many 
more Palestinian prisoners. 

We will continue to address these issues. 
We will address them carefully and seriously 
with Palestinian and Israeli officials. We will 
work to seek solutions. 

We’ve seen important progress towards 
peace over the last 13 months, and we see 
even more progress today, here in Wash-
ington and in the region as well. Today the 
Government of Israel announced that it will 
be taking down more of the checkpoints that 
are making it difficult for Palestinians to trav-
el to their jobs and schools. In addition, Israel 
will consider ways to reduce the impact of 
the security fence on the lives of the Pales-
tinian people. 

And Israel has helped—has also pledged 
to transfer to the Palestinian Authority secu-
rity responsibility for two additional cities in 
the West Bank and to make further progress 
in removing settlement outposts. Like Prime 
Minister Abbas, Prime Minister Sharon is 
demonstrating that he’s a partner committed 
to reaching a peace settlement. 

I welcome these announcements from 
Israel, and I look forward to seeing Prime 
Minister Sharon on his visit to Washington 
next week. Together, these leaders can bring 
a bright future to both their people. 

This is the time of possibility in the Middle 
East. And the people of the region are count-
ing on the leaders to seize opportunities for 
peace and progress. Too many years and lives 
have been squandered by resentment and vi-
olence. The Palestinian people, like people 
everywhere, deserve freedom. They deserve 
an honest government, and they deserve 
peace. 

I thank Prime Minister Abbas for his hard 
work. I thank him for his service to his people 
and for carrying their cause here to Wash-
ington, DC. 

Welcome, Mr. Prime Minister. 
Prime Minister Abbas. Thank you. 

Thank you very much. Mr. President, allow 
me to start by thanking you to your invitation 
and for the fruitful meeting we have just had 
and for the bilateral support we have re-
ceived from you. We are particularly grateful 
for the $20 million of direct assistance to Pal-
estinian Authority. And we hope that this as-
sistance increases and is, in turn, in legisla-
tion. 

Allow me to also express my appreciation 
to you for your relentless efforts in pursuit 
of peace and your intensive engagement in 
resolving the conflict between us and the 
Israelis. 

Mr. President, we remain committed to 
the roadmap, and we are implementing our 
security and reform obligations. Security for 
all Palestinians and Israelis is an essential ele-
ment in progress, and we will achieve secu-
rity based on the rule of law. We have suc-
ceeded significantly where Israel, with its 
military might, has failed in reducing vio-
lence, and we will continue. 

Reform and institution-building are an in-
ternal Palestinian priority. We do not merely 
seek a state, but we seek for a state that is 
built on the solid foundations of the modern 
constitution, democracy, transparency, the 
rule of law, and the market economy. 

We continue to negotiate with Israel on 
the implementation of its obligations. Some 
progress has been made, but movement 
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needs to be made in terms of freeing pris-
oners, lifting the siege on President Arafat, 
Israeli withdrawal from Palestinian areas, and 
easing up freedom of movement to Palestin-
ians. 

A transformation in the human conditions 
on the ground must occur. As you have said 
many times, Mr. President, attacks on the 
dignity of the Palestinians must end. Palestin-
ians must be able to move, go to their jobs 
and schools, and conduct a normal life. Pal-
estinians must not be afraid for their lives, 
property, or livelihood. Some steps have 
been taken by Israel so far, but these steps 
remain hesitant. The new era of peace re-
quires the courageous logic of peace, not the 
suspicious logic of conflict. 

The outcome must correspond with your 
vision, Mr. President, achieving a peace that 
will end the occupation that started in 1967; 
the establishment of a sovereign, inde-
pendent Palestinian state, with East Jeru-
salem as its capital; and a just, agreed solution 
of the refugee question on the basis of the 
U.N. Resolution 194. 

This vision cannot be realized if Israel con-
tinues to grab Palestinian land. If the settle-
ment activities in Palestinian land and con-
struction of the so-called ‘‘separation wall’’ 
on confiscated Palestinian land continue, we 
might soon find ourselves at a situation 
where the foundation of peace, a free Pal-
estine state living side by side in peace and 
security in Israel, is a factual impossibility. 
Nothing less than a full settlement freeze will 
do, because nothing less than a full settle-
ment freeze will work. For the sake of peace, 
and for the sake of future Palestinian and 
Israeli generations, all settlement activities 
must be stopped now, and the wall must 
come down. 

Mr. President, in conclusion, allow me to 
thank you again for all your efforts, to reit-
erate our commitment to peace and security 
for all, and to express my hope for a solid, 
fruitful relations between our Governments 
and our peoples. Thank you. 

President Bush. Good job, Mr. Prime 
Minister. 

Prime Minister Abbas. Thank you very 
much. 

Q. Mr. President——

President Bush. Hold on for a second, 
please. We’ll have two questions a side, alter-
nating, starting first with Barry of AP [Barry 
Schweid, Associated Press]. 

Liberia 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. On Liberia, 

if I may. 
President Bush. Liberia, yes. 
Q. How many U.S. troops will be going 

in? What is their role? How long might they 
stay? 

President Bush. As the statement says 
that we put out, that U.S. troops will be there 
to help ECOWAS go in and serve as peace-
keepers, necessary to create the conditions 
so that humanitarian aid can go in and help 
the people in Liberia. We’re deeply con-
cerned that the condition of the Liberian 
people is getting worse and worse and worse. 
Aid can’t get to the people. We’re worried 
about the outbreak of disease. And so our 
commitment is to enable ECOWAS to go in, 
and the Pentagon will make it clear over time 
what that means. 

Secondly, it is very important for Charles 
Taylor to leave the country. 

Third, we want to—in order to expedite 
aid and help, in order to make the conditions 
such that NGOs can do what they want to 
do, which is to help people from suffering, 
that the cease-fire must be in place. 

And finally, we’re working very closely 
with the United Nations. They will be re-
sponsible for developing a political solution, 
and they will be responsible for relieving the 
U.S. troops in short order. And so we’re 
working all these pieces right now. But today 
I did order for our military in limited num-
bers to head into the area, to help prepare 
ECOWAS’s arrival to relieve human suf-
fering. 

Palestinian Prisoners/Settlements/War on 
Terror 

Q. Mr. President, how do you perceive the 
settlements as obstacle to your vision, to im-
plementation of your vision? Thank you. 

President Bush. Yes——
Q. And to the Prime Minister——
President Bush. Okay, good, yes. This is 

the old two-question trick. It’s an inter-
national trick, I see. [Laughter] Very good 
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job, yes. You learned from the guy to your 
left. Both of them from your left are pros 
at that, too, I might add. [Laughter] 

Q. Various officials in the administration 
yesterday indicated that they are having dif-
ficulties understanding the Palestinian situa-
tion when it comes to the issue of prisoners. 
In your meeting today with the President, 
did you discuss that, and did any progress 
happen on the U.S. understanding? 

Prime Minister Abbas. We always raise 
this issue, that it is basically an important and 
sensitive issue for us. This is the issue of pris-
oners. We look at the prisoners as the true 
constituency for peace. And we have raised 
this issue. We believe that they will support 
the peace process. Today we did discuss this 
issue, and we see understanding coming from 
the administration about this humanitarian 
and fair issue. 

President Bush. As to the settlements, 
I’ve constantly spoken out for the need to 
end the settlements. I—and we’ll continue 
to work with both sides on this very sensitive 
issue. 

Let me make something—let me say 
this—this is necessary. It is necessary for this 
good man to continue to fight off the terrorist 
activity that creates the conditions of insecu-
rity for not only Israel but for the peaceful 
Palestinian people. In order for us to be able 
to make progress on a lot of difficult issues, 
there has to be a firm and continued commit-
ment to fight terror. 

One reason I’m willing to stand with the 
Prime Minister is because I believe that he 
has that commitment. He understands what 
I understand, that terrorists, every time, 
every place, will thwart the desires of those 
who want peace and freedom. And the com-
mitment to fight terror and the results in 
fighting terror will make it a lot easier to deal 
with difficult issues, including the settlement 
issue. 

Steve [Steve Holland]. That would be 
Steve of Reuters. 

Palestinian Prisoners/West Bank Wall 
Q. Would you like to see Israel release 

the political prisoners, and would you like 
to see them stop building this barrier wall? 

President Bush. I think—first of all, on 
the wall. Let me talk about the wall. I think 

the wall is a problem, and I discussed this 
with Ariel Sharon. It is very difficult to de-
velop confidence between the Palestinians 
and the Israel—Israel—with a wall snaking 
through the West Bank. And I will continue 
to discuss this issue very clearly with the 
Prime Minister. As I said in my statement 
today, he has issued a statement saying he 
is willing to come and discuss that with us. 
And I appreciate the—willing to discuss it. 

On the prisoners, I think it’s very impor-
tant to have a frank discussion on the pris-
oners. We ought to look at the prisoner issue 
on a case-by-case basis. Surely nobody wants 
to let a coldblooded killer out of prison that 
would help derail the process. I mean, after 
all, it doesn’t make any sense if you’ve got 
somebody who is bent upon destroying lives 
and killing people in prison to—if you were 
to let him out, it would make it harder to 
achieve the peace we all want. And so I think 
it’s very important to analyze the prisoner sit-
uation on a case-by-case basis. 

I fully understand the Prime Minister’s de-
sire. I fully understand his request. And I 
have—and therefore, we’ll talk to—continue 
to talk to both sides on this issue. But I would 
never ask anybody in any society to let a pris-
oner out who would then commit terrorist 
actions. And I think that’s logical and clear. 

And so—but these are all difficult issues. 
By the way, we’re discussing them now in 
a frank way, which is progress unto itself. 
These are issues where there had been no 
discussion before. And now we’re putting 
them on the table, and we’re making 
progress. And as people get more con-
fidence—listen, I’m gaining confidence in 
the Palestinian Prime Minister and in his 
great cabinet. 

I had the Finance Minister in to discuss 
issues with me. He told me he would put 
the budget of the Palestinian Authority on 
the web page. And he did, which means he’s 
a man of his word. The Security Chief, 
Dahlan, and I have had some discussions. 
He’s a good, solid leader. And so I gain con-
fidence in them, because they’re people who 
do what they say. And the more confidence 
we gain, the more easy it’s going to be to 
tackle these very difficult issues. 

Final question from the Palestinians. 
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Terrorism and Resolution of Issues 
Q. Mr. President, Mr. President——
Q. Mr. President, Mr. President——
President Bush. Wait, wait, wait. It’s best 

if we only have one question at a time. 
Q. Mr. President, do you think that——
Q. Do you think that——
President Bush. Ladies first. 
Prime Minister Abbas. Ladies first, okay. 

[Laughter] 
Q. When you speak to Palestinians, they’re 

saying that the biggest problems they have 
now are the 160 Israel checkpoints that are 
suffocating the Palestinian community. Did 
you get any guarantees from Mr. President 
that he will pressure Israel in removing these 
checkpoints? 

And Mr. President, you said the settle-
ments are an obstacle for peace. Will you 
pressure Israel to stop the settlement activ-
ity? When and how? 

President Bush. Well, let me start, and 
then you can end. 

Prime Minister Abbas. Please. 
President Bush. We’ll let my guest end. 

I just told you that we brought this issue up. 
I’ve constantly spoken out about the end of 
settlements. I have done so consistently. It’s 
very important for us to continue to earn the 
confidence of each other. And I’m going to 
tell you pointblank that we must make sure 
that any terrorist activity is rooted out in 
order for us to be able to deal with these 
big issues. 

Nobody is going to accept a situation in 
which they become less secure, whether it 
be the Palestinian people or the Israeli peo-
ple. Security is the essential roadblock to 
achieving the roadmap to peace. And the rea-
son I’m confident that we can achieve sub-
stantial progress and achieve the vision of two 
states living by side by side in peace is be-
cause I believe that the Prime Minister and 
his team is interested in routing out terror. 

And so to answer your question, the more 
progress there’s made on terror, the more 
progress there will be made on difficult 
issues. 

Prime Minister Abbas. The issue of the 
checkpoints between various Palestinian 
towns and villages was one of the issues that 
basically was discussed with the President. 
As he mentioned, we discussed a wide variety 

of issues. We discussed issues of settlements, 
the issue of the wall, the issue of prisoners, 
and others, including the checkpoints. We 
feel that the President is paying attention to 
all these issues, and we believe that he will 
raise those issues with the upcoming visit of 
Prime Minister Sharon. 

President Bush. Thank you all very much. 
Q. We need three questions—we’re mak-

ing a news conference. 
President Bush. Thank you very much. 
That’s Bill Plante of CBS, an old veteran, 

constantly willing to express his opinion. 
Thank you for your opinion. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
12:05 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the White 
House. In his remarks, he referred to Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon of Israel; President Charles Tay-
lor of Liberia; and Finance Minister Salam Fayyad 
and Minister of State for Security Affairs Moham-
med Dahlan of the Palestinian Authority. During 
the question-and-answer session, some reporters 
asked their questions in Arabic, and Prime Min-
ister Abbas responded in Arabic, and their re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Statement on the Death of 
Colin McMillan 
July 25, 2003

Laura and I are saddened by the death 
of our good friend Colin McMillan. Colin was 
a public servant and patriot who served his 
country and State as a marine, State legis-
lator, Assistant Secretary of Defense, com-
munity leader, and successful businessman. 
We send our condolences and prayers to his 
wife, children, and friends.

Proclamation 7693—Parents’ Day, 
2003
July 25, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Children are a daily reminder of the bless-

ings and responsibilities of life and a source 
of joy, pride, and fulfillment. Parents, step-
parents, adoptive parents, and foster parents 
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have the important responsibility of pro-
viding for, protecting, nurturing, teaching, 
and loving their children. On Parents’ Day, 
we honor America’s mothers and fathers and 
celebrate the values that bind families from 
one generation to the next and help define 
us as a Nation. 

As a child’s first teachers, parents are the 
most influential and effective instructors in 
a child’s life. Through their words, actions, 
and sacrifices, parents are living examples for 
children. Young boys and girls watch their 
parents closely and imitate their behavior. 
Parents play a critical role in instilling re-
sponsibility, integrity, and other life lessons 
that shape the lives of America’s future lead-
ers. 

My Administration is committed to sup-
porting our Nation’s families. We are work-
ing with faith-based and community organi-
zations to promote healthy marriages, re-
sponsible parenting, and education. And we 
are committed to fully funding and sup-
porting the Promoting Safe and Stable Fami-
lies Program, which helps strengthen family 
bonds, promote adoption, and provide help 
for vulnerable children across our country. 

Volunteer service is one way parents can 
spend time with their children while encour-
aging them to learn the value of helping oth-
ers. The USA Freedom Corps’ ‘‘How I Spent 
My Summer’’ initiative includes volunteer 
opportunities where parents and children can 
work together to meet the needs of their 
communities. This initiative offers ideas such 
as collecting food for local food banks or 
school supplies for children in need. In addi-
tion, families can volunteer at one of our Na-
tion’s parks or recreation areas creating trails, 
assisting with archeological digs, or building 
and restoring houses. Teaching by example, 
parents can help their children become re-
sponsible citizens. 

Parenting is one of the most rewarding and 
challenging endeavors in life. On this special 
day, we recognize the hard work and compas-
sion of America’s parents and celebrate the 
mothers and fathers who are positive role 
models for their children. I encourage par-
ents to spend more time reading, talking, and 
volunteering with their children. I also urge 
parents to share the joys and wisdom of par-
enthood with new families in their commu-

nities and those planning families for the fu-
ture. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States and consistent with Public Law 103–
362, as amended, do hereby proclaim Sun-
day, July 27, 2003, as Parents’ Day. I encour-
age all Americans to express their respect and 
appreciation to parents everywhere for their 
contributions to their children, families, com-
munities, and our Nation. I also call upon 
citizens to observe this day with appropriate 
programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of July, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:57 a.m., July 29, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on July 30.

Executive Order 13309—
Amendments to Executive Order 
12994, and Renaming the President’s 
Committee on Mental Retardation 
As the President’s Committee for 
People With Intellectual Disabilities 
July 25, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
change the name of the ‘‘President’s Com-
mittee on Mental Retardation’’ to the ‘‘Presi-
dent’s Committee for People with Intellec-
tual Disabilities’’ (the ‘‘Committee’’) and ex-
pand the membership of the Committee, it 
is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The President’s Committee on 
Mental Retardation is hereby renamed the 
President’s Committee for People with Intel-
lectual Disabilities. 

Sec. 2. Executive Order 12994 of March 
21, 1996, is hereby amended by deleting the 
words ‘‘mental retardation’’ and inserting the 
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words ‘‘intellectual disabilities’’ in lieu there-
of throughout the text of that order, except 
in the title, the first line of the preamble, 
and section 1 of that order. 

Sec. 3. Section 1 of Executive Order 
12994 is amended by deleting the words 
‘‘(the ‘‘Committee’’)’’ and adding after ‘‘re-
sponsibilities,’’ the words ‘‘and renamed the 
President’s Committee for People with Intel-
lectual Disabilities (the ‘‘Committee’’),’’. 

Sec. 4. Section 2 of Executive Order 
12994 is amended by inserting after ‘‘(5) The 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment;’’ the following: ‘‘(6) The Secretary of 
Commerce; (7) The Secretary of Transpor-
tation; (8) The Secretary of the Interior; (9) 
The Secretary of Homeland Security;’’ and 
renumbering former subsections (6) through 
(9) as subsections (10) through (13). 

Sec. 5. The Committee is continued until 
September 30, 2005. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 25, 2003. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:57 a.m., July 29, 2003] 

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in 
the Federal Register on July 30.

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

July 19
In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in 

Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

July 20
In the afternoon, the President welcomed 

Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy to 
the Bush Ranch. 

July 21
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President returned 

to Washington, DC. 
The President declared a major disaster in 

Nebraska and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and tornadoes 
on June 9 through July 14. 

July 22
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he met with his Cor-
porate Fraud Task Force to discuss progress 
in combating corporate fraud. 

Later in the morning, the President met 
with his National Infrastructure Assurance 
Council to discuss progress in enhancing 
cyber security and the war on terrorism. 

Also in the morning, the President com-
municated with Secretary of Defense Donald 
H. Rumsfeld concerning military operations 
in Iraq. 

In the afternoon, at the Willard Interconti-
nental Hotel, the President made remarks at 
the Bush-Cheney ’04, Inc., National Finance 
Committee meeting. 

Later in the afternoon, the President 
hosted Members of Congress at the White 
House to discuss constituent concerns and 
other issues. 

In the evening, the President hosted a re-
ception for Republican Members of Con-
gress. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Kerry N. Weems to be Assistant 
Secretary of Health and Human Services for 
Management and Budget. 

July 23
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he met with L. Paul 
Bremer III and Secretary of Defense Donald 
H. Rumsfeld to discuss the situation in Iraq. 

Later in the morning, in Room 450 at the 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office 
Building, the President made brief remarks 
to State and national student leaders of the 
National FFA Organization. Later, in the 
Oval Office, he met with former President 
Vaclav Havel of the Czech Republic. 
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In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with President Nestor 
Kirchner of Argentina. Later, he met with 
the congressional conference committee on 
Medicare reform. 

In the evening, the President hosted a re-
ception for Republican Members of Con-
gress. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Cristina Beato to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services for 
Health. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jennifer Young to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services for 
Legislation. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Michael O’Grady to be Assistant 
Secretary of Health and Human Services for 
Planning and Evaluation. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Eugene Hickok as Acting Deputy 
Secretary of Education. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Ronald Tomalis as Acting Assistant 
Secretary for Elementary and Secondary 
Education. 

July 24
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He also had a telephone 
conversation with President Roh Moo-hyun 
of South Korea to discuss the situation in 
North Korea. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Philadelphia, PA, where he toured 
the Treasury Department’s Philadelphia Fi-
nancial Management Service Facility. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Livonia, MI. Later, he traveled to Dearborn, 
MI. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Michelle Van Cleave as National 
Counterintelligence Executive. 

July 25
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he met with Secretary 
of State Colin L. Powell. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 

Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority. Later, 
in Room 450 at the Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Executive Office Building, he made remarks 
to participants in the 2003 Boys and Girls 
Nations. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Camp David, MD. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Barbara McConnell Barrett to be 
Secretary of the Air Force.

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted July 22

Peter Lichtenbaum, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce, vice James J. Jochum. 

Kerry N. Weems, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, vice Janet Hale, 
resigned. 

Submitted July 25

Janice R. Brown, 
of California, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for 
the District of Columbia Circuit, vice Ste-
phen F. Williams, retired. 

John Joseph Grossenbacher, 
of Illinois, to be a member of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission for the remainder of 
the term expiring June 30, 2004, vice Richard 
A. Meserve, resigned. 

John Joseph Grossenbacher, 
of Illinois, to be a member of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission for a term expiring 
June 30, 2009 (reappointment). 

Brett M. Kavanaugh, 
of Maryland, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
District of Columbia Circuit, vice Laurence 
H. Silberman, retired.
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released July 21

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Nebraska 

Released July 22

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Transcript of a press briefing by Securities 
and Exchange Commission Chairman Wil-
liam Donaldson and Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Larry Thompson on the status report of 
the Corporate Fraud Task Force 

Transcript of a press briefing by White 
House Communications Director Dan Bart-
lett and Deputy National Security Adviser 
Steve Hadley on Iraqi weapons of mass de-
struction and the State of the Union speech 

Statement by the Press Secretary on U.S. 
military action against Uday and Qusay Hus-
sein 

Fact sheet: One-Year Anniversary of the 
President’s Corporate Fraud Task Force 

Released July 23

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Transcript of remarks by National Security 
Adviser Condoleezza Rice at the Dole Insti-
tute of Politics on July 22

Text of the citations for the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom 

Released July 24

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Fact sheet: Strengthening the Economy 

Released July 25

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Liberia 

Fact sheet: White House South Lawn Tee 
Ball

Acts Approved 
by the President 

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 

VerDate jul 14 2003 02:23 Jul 29, 2003 Jkt 200250 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P30JYT4.025 P30JYT4


